This Newsletter is being forwarded by the Devon Heartlands Community Forum.  Don’t forget the Forum is free and open to all and meets on the first Wednesday of every month from 2.00 to 400pm at the Ockment Centre, North Street, Okehampton, we hope to see you there! 

Why not visit our website at   www.devonheartlands.co.uk 
NTL’s Newsletter – Okehampton October 2010
Dear All,

Welcome to the second NTL’s Newsletter and I hope you find it informative and are able to pass it on through your networks to those not already on the circulation list.

Crime Figures:

Crime has reduced in West Devon by 9.9% (Apr-Oct 17th) compared with the same period last year.  Devon’s overall reduction is 6.8%.  Our detection rate is currently up to 23.7% compared to Devon’s 29.8% and steadily rising.  In addition to this we have a further 4.4% of our offences which have been dealt with by the restorative justice route.  This is where an offender (under certain criteria) makes reparations with the victim that they both agree to.

Issues:
Thankfully, there have been no reported trends of crime that should be reported here.  The crimes we have had have been across the spectrum and in all areas that we cover.
Our main concerns for this time of year with the night’s drawing in are tea time burglaries.  Our Top Tips to prevent burglary are as follows:

· Install a security alarm system and remember to use it.

· Keep vehicle keys and house keys out of sight and away from accessible openings. Don’t leave spare keys outside and do not label your house keys with your name or address.

· Fit mortise locks or bolts to all outside doors, and locks to all downstairs or easily accessible windows.

· Replace or improve the strength of weak / flimsy doors.

· Create clear lines of visibility so that vulnerable windows can be seen by others and increase the chance of a burglar being seen if they try to gain access.

· Mark your possessions. You can obtain advice on how to mark your personal possessions by visiting www.devon-cornwall.co.uk/marking
· Clear outside areas so a burglar has no readily available ‘tools’ to use to break in. 

· If you have a garden shed keep it locked.

· Make your house look like it is occupied when you go out.

· Consider installing timers to switch lights or radios on and off.

· If you are away for extended periods consider using the Constabulary ‘key holder’ scheme. Cancel any deliveries expected during your absence e.g. newspapers. Also consider letting a neighbour, friend or relative have a key so that they can continue your routine of closing/opening curtains, putting lights on etc.

Remember - anything that will increase the time a burglar takes

to commit the crime, make more noise or make them look more

conspicuous while committing the crime will increase the deterrent.

Burglary Reduction

Things you might like to know

How does a burglar’s mind work?

Burglary, on the whole, is an opportunist crime. A burglar will select a target because it offers the best opportunity to carry out a crime undetected and with the fewest number of obstacles. A building that presents itself as unoccupied and insecure is far more likely to be targeted than one that is properly secured.

How does the burglar know if you are at home?

Signs that indicate to a burglar that the crime can be carried out with small risk of being caught include:

· items left visible and undisturbed for long periods e.g. mail and/or newspapers in letterbox, parcels on the doorstep.

· unlit houses after dark.

· all windows shut in very hot weather.

It may be that such circumstances cannot be avoided. However, if at least take some measures to deter the burglar are taken it may just be that the risk is considered too great and the burglar moves on.

Better security

Unfortunately if you do become a victim of burglary your chance of being burgled again within the following six months increases. This is because the burglar knows the layout of your house, its security weak points, and also knows that you will be getting new items in to replace the ones that have been stolen.

Remember - It is essential to reduce the risk of future break-ins by

improving the security of your home
Results:

1 x 21yr old female cautioned for Criminal Damage to Motor Vehicles
1 x Juvenile Reprimanded for S4 Public Order Act (Fear and Provocation of Violence)

1 x Juvenile Reprimanded for Burglary (Non-Dwelling)

2 x Juvenile’s dealt with via Restorative Justice for Shoplifting

1 x Juvenile given a Final Warning for Shoplifting

2 x males given Fixed Penalty Notice for Possession of Cannabis
3 x males warned for Possession of Cannabis

1 x male charged with Possession of Class A drugs following the execution of a drugs warrant within Okehampton Town

1 x male charged with Driving Whilst Disqualified

1 x male charged with Drink Driving

Upcoming Events:
30/31/10/2010 – Original Mountain Marathon. Okehampton Camp.  Please expect an increased volume of cars travelling to the camp on the Friday and Saturday Morning, leaving on Sunday Afternoon.

31/10/2010-06/11/2010 – Operation Everest Week of Action.  A number of different activities will take place during this week so please be on your best behaviour!

I hope you find this information useful and should you have any specific recommendations then please do not hesitate to contact your Neighbourhood Team at nhpokehampton@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
PS 1637 Lee Nattrass

