NOTES of the DEVON HEARTLANDS COMMUNITY FORUM - Meeting No.29

– Wednesday 4th February 2009 at Ockment Centre, Okehampton

1.Present:-  Bob Dunnett; Paul Delahoy; Peter Woodgate; Ann Crawford; Ken Crawford; Val Cushing; David Cushing; Hyder Pirwany; Nick Morgan; Steve Blood; Don Bent; John Love; Christine Marsh; Graham Isom; Chris Kirwin; Robert Plumb; David Muir; Mike Walker; Susan Lloyd; Kay Bickleigh; Geoff Gill; Jill Gill; John Young ; Philip Wagstaff; & Ewen Rae.

Apologies:- Stuart Lord; Peter Williams; Sonia Burgess; David Weeks; Kay Northcott;

2.  Matters Arising from Meeting No.28 held in January 2009
2.1  Rural Fuel Price Impact 

We received a response to our letters from the Department of Transport saying that the issues raised were really Treasury matters & they had forwarded our letters to them. 

HM Treasury response has been received the two key points raised were:-

· Detrimental Impact on Rural Businesses – they made the point that Farmers benefit from duty free diesel

· Differential Fuel Price in Rural Areas – This is impractical as the duty is levied on the fuel when it leaves the refinery & not the point of retail sale.

Action 29-01 Write to the Federation of Small Businesses seeking their views – Ewen

2.2 Linking with Room 13 – Young People

The group of Philip; Ann; PC Jonathan Ludwig; have not been able to fix a meeting time yet. This has not been helped by the fact that PC Carl Seaward (Youth Intervention Officer) position has not been filled. This is an important role with the community & organisations missing this dedicated support. 

2.3 New Primary School 

Update to be given at the next Forum.

2.4 Okehampton Castle – Local Senior Citizen Admission 

English Heritage responded to our suggestion for discounted admission for local OAP’s, by saying that they give discounts to Senior Citizens. It was felt that local pensioners deserve a special deal. 

Action 29-02 Respond to English Heritage re-iterating the local discount suggestion - Ewen
2.5 Proposed Closure of the Army Loop Road 

The Senior Council has written to the Duchy, expressing their advice that the loop road has legal status, as it has been operating for more than 25 years. 

2.6 Travellers Sites in West Devon

West Devon Borough Council is responsible for the provision of pitches, which it is understood will be along the A30 corridor. Devon County Council is responsible for provision of services, such as health, social services & education. 

3.  Community Issues Raised and Feed- Back
3.1 Greater Dartmoor Local Enterprise Action Fund (LEAF)

This Funding stream will start in February. It is part of the Rural Development Programme for England with RDA & EU financial backing. 

The Management committee has met to review the 70 projects that have been submitted & allocated into 4 bands:-

· Red Band – Not fundable from the scheme

· Yellow Band – More than £100k LEAF funding required 

· Green Band – Invited to submit full application

· Orange Band – More Information required to be assessed

All unsuccessful projects will be sign-posted to other more appropriate funding streams. 

Attached is a summary that outlines the 3 funding themes & gives contact details, or visit www.greaterdartmoorLEAF.org.uk for further information.

3.2 Opportunity to meet Mike Walker the new chair of the North Devon Magistrates Bench

Mike Walker supported by Susan Lloyd (Family) & Kay Bickleigh (Youth) outlined the activities & complexities of the working of the Central Magistrates Bench. See the attached summary for more information. 

The Forum raised several questions including:-

· Is the Bench Able to attract members from  “Blue Collar” group? Yes, the Bench is very successful with approximately 20% from this Group. It is young working men that the bench has a shortfall, although recent publicity campaign has improved representation.
· Are there many changes in the Court?   Yes, the magistrates receive regular training to keep abreast of the new legislation, which is numerous. 
· How do you explain sentencing discrepancies? The Magistrate has a Sentencing Guideline Manual, which permits some discretion to take into account the seriousness of the offence & personal circumstances of the offender. The maximum sentence that a Magistrate can give is 6-months. Sometimes the Crown Court Judge will direct that specific offences, although within the jurisdiction of the Magistrates Bench, must be passed onto the Crown Court for sentencing, as they have judicial independence & can give longer sentences, if appropriate.
Note:- There is no discretion on Drink-Driving offences.

· What are the most common offences & are they committed by a small number of repeat offenders? The largest number of cases tend to be drug related; burglary; & drink driving. There are a number of repeat offenders, especially those with a drugs problem.
The Forum thanked Mike, Susan & Kay for coming to talk to the Forum 

about the workings of the Magistrates Court.
3.3 Devon Home Choice – Consultation Opportunity

This is a proposed Devon-wide computer based system for the allocation of Housing for households on the Housing Register (see the attached summary). The Devon Home Choice Co-ordinator is inviting people to complete a simple questionnaire (19 questions) by 2nd March, which is available on-line at www.consultationfinder.com/devon. 

During discussions the points were made that:-

· Vulnerable People, especially those who cannot cope with completing forms, must have special consideration & assistance.

· The available housing stock is insufficient to meet the needs of the 36,000households on the Housing Register.

· Local people should be given preference.

3.4 Okehampton Hospital Out of Hours Service – Public Meeting

Okehampton Town Council is in consultation with the Primary Care Trust to arrange a public meeting on 2nd March in the Charter Hall to discuss “Out of Hours” Service & Health issues. The Forum welcomed this initiative, as health issues are regularly raised by the community. 

Action 29-03 Write to the PCT supporting this meeting.- Ewen

3.5 Congratulations to OCRA – Sports Hub Projects

OCRA has secured grants from DCC, WDBC, OTC, & OUC to enable them to replace the existing all-weather pitch, which is Phase 1 of the Sports Hub Project & make a contribution to Phase 2, including a new 3rd generation all-weather pitch. Christine Marsh & Stuart Lord have been leading figures in this success.

4. Main Projects Update

4.1  Rural Action Research Project 

This Research Study for the Carnegie UK Trust (CUKT) is focused on grassroots engagement in Community Planning. It is based upon the linking of the Community Forum to the Local Strategic Partnership & the elected members with exchange of information & ideas. 

The Devon Heartlands Forum is an good example & has been the subject of presentation in Plymouth & London, plus is the subject of a workshop lead by Dr Katie Braithwaite – Director (CUKT)  at the SW Market Towns Network Conference.

4.2 Dartmoor Railway

The Yeoford Project is on track, following a meeting with DCC. The next hurdle is to secure Network Rail approval, which is anticipated in mid February. 

Dartmoor Railway plan to operate a week-end service from Easter. This will bring visitors into Okehampton, providing opportunities for local businesses to exploit. In response to a question from the Forum anticipated passenger figures will be supplied at the next Forum. 

It is hoped that the Model Shop will be re-opened soon.   

4.3 North Tawton Park Enhancement

An Expression of Interest has been submitted to the Community Spaces & further information provided. The result of the EofI should be known late March. 

4.4 Okehampton Learning Resource Centre

Robert Plumb has co-ordinated the submission by WDBC of an Expression of Interest to the Advancing Assets, which is a government backed programme facilitating the transfer of Assets into Community ownership. Initially through the provision of specialist professional support, but can open doors to financial backing too.  

5. Updates and Feedback from Meetings
5.1 Senior Council – Okehampton

· The Senior Council is working to improve the local availability of information about the Devon Warm Zone programme.

· The Devon Dementia Strategy has been published.

· The Guinness Trust has invited two members of the Senior Council to participate on a local panel advising on the development of the residential home on the old castle hospital site.

· The Minister of State for Pensions & the Ageing Society presented a discussion paper at a seminar in Exeter. There were 4 main themes:-
· Creating an Age-Friendly Society

· Preparing for Later Life

· Living Well In Later Life

· Providing Stronger Protection & Support
5.2 West Devon Market Towns Joint Partnership

6. A.O.B. 

6.1 Question Time Style Event

Prior to the last General Election the Okehampton Christians Together a Question Time event & it was suggested that this could be repeated for the EU Elections in June. This could be an evening event for the Forum & could be promoted to young people. 

6.2 Fuel Poverty

The monitoring station for cold weather allowance is based upon temperature measurements taken at Linscombe in Somerset.

6.3 TaVi Forum

The Forum on the 10th February will focus on issues arising from the “Credit Crunch”.

6.4 Disability Information Drop In

Devon County Council are holding a an information drop in providing information on support & services available to disabled people & their families. Ti will be on 17th February from 2 p.m. in the Chater Hall, Okehampton. 

7. Date of Next Meeting – Wednesday  4th March – Ockment Centre, Okehampton 2 – 4 p.m.
