NOTES of the DEVON HEARTLANDS COMMUNITY FORUM - Meeting No.28

– Wednesday 7th January 2009 at Ockment Centre, Okehampton

1.Present:- Bob Dunnett; John Love; Kay Northcott; Graham Isom; Mandy Kenyon; Robert Plumb; Jill & Geoff Gill; Ken Crawford; Peter Woodgate; Valerie Cushing; Wendy & George Ware; Rev David Muir; John Young; Derek Webber; Peter Williams; Chris Kirwin; Ewen Rae;

Apologies: - Philip Wagstaff; Nick Morgan; Ann Crawford; Paul Delahoy; Steve Blood; Christine Marsh; David Cushing; Angela Rose; David Weeks; P C Jonathan Ludwig;

2. Matters Arising 

2.1 Linking with Room 13 – Young People
Action Continue :- Jonathan; Philip & Ann to meet up with Room 13 representatives one evening,

2.2 Rural Fuel Cost Impact – Letter sent to Ben Bradshaw seeking his assistance in soliciting a response from Department of Transport. We expect a reply later in January.
2.3 New Primary School - Draft letter raising concerns about the process to be reviewed with Chairman by 9th January & then submitted to DCC.  
Post Meeting Note:- DCC have contacted the Primary School bid team & arranged a meeting to discuss the community proposal. 
2.4. Okehampton Castle – Letter putting forward a proposal for local senior citizen’s discount has been sent to English Heritage Customer Services Department. We expect a reply later in January 
2.5 Greater Dartmoor Local Enterprise Action Fund (LEAF) – We have not heard anything from the Fund team in respect of potential project funding in tranche 1. The Greater Dartmoor Local Action Group Management Board is meeting in January.
3. Dartmoor Railway – The Future

· Graham Isom – General Manager told the Forum of the solid progress that Dartmoor Railway was making with the support of strategic partners including Devon County Council, West Devon Borough Council & its Volunteers / Friends. This included 

· the potential establishment of a Passenger Interchange facility at Yeoford

· the running of a week-end passenger service connecting with Tarka Line

· development of Okehampton East, possibly including  Freight Terminal handling stone.

The café at Okehampton is now open Friday to Sunday managed by Mary Trant supported by trained volunteers. It will be open 7-days a week by Easter together with the Meldon Buffet. For further details see attached Summary. 

· We were all impressed by the good progress being made. Graham answered several questions from the floor. These included

· Is the Exeter Road the best site for Okehampton East station? Yes it is a good site with potential.

· Does Dartmoor Railway have any plans to go west towards Tavistock? BARS owns part of Bere Alston station & they are watching the McBrides development with interest.

· The establishment of a week-end rail service will provide opportunities for locals & tourists to explore the Meldon area, are there any plans to develop this? Graham is joining the Okehampton Deer Park Group, which is seeking to encourage & develop this?

· In response to question Graham confirmed that Dartmoor Railway will adopt a local purchasing policy. This is demonstrated by the Station Café, which provides home-cooked food & uses local produce.

The Volunteers said that they were enjoying working Graham & his staff, who are very supportive. There are many opportunities for volunteers to get involved & they would encourage any interested person to do so. The first step is to join the Friends.
4. Community Issues Raised and Feed- Back
4.1 Review of Devon Heartlands in 2008

· The attached summary outlining the wide range of issues & topics raised & discussed in 2008 was presented. Most issues were picked during the Forum but we ought to refer back to the issues

· Improved Road Junction at Whiddon Down serving North Tawton, Winkleigh & Bow. 

· Disadvantanged Young Families who were seeking advice & guidance which had been referred to the Childrens’ Centre. (Note:- the CAB had just started a 6-month pilot project with a dedicated outreach worker)

4.2 Boundary Committee Update 

The Boundary Committee proposals have been delayed until mid February, therefore sensible to carry forward to the March Forum.

5.  REPORTS & FEEDBACK FROM MEETINGS

5.1 Senior Council for Devon (Okehampton Branch)

The Senior Council has been invited to be part of the Tender Assessment team evaluating the externalisation of Care Services, including Homes. This followed a review by DCC in December & subsequent meeting with Brian Greenslade; Hugo Banks & David Johnson. 

The Okehampton Branch is being invited to comment on the facilities within the new old peoples residential home being built non the old hospital site in Okehampton.

The Government is carrying out a consultation on “Preparing for an Ageing Population” & have issued a short questionnaire (approx 10 questions). The Minister (Rosie Winterton) will be attending a consultation event in Exeter on 26th January.

Action 28-01 Circulate by e-mail the Questionnaire – Ken  

5.2 Community Planning – Key Influencers Seminar 

Devon Heartlands was invited by the Carnigie UK Trust to attend this high level seminar in London. CUKT were using the Devon Heartlands Community Forum as a case study. The thrust of the seminar was that small local groups can play a significant role in community engagement & participation. Their activities must be recognised, valued & supported. 

See the attached Press Release which formed the basis of an article in the Okehampton Times, including a dubious photograph.
5.3  West Devon Play Forum
DCC have bid to secure a £1m grant for Play Areas from the Big Lottery. This will enable them to support the upgrading of some 20 Play Areas. If successful Parish Councils will be invited to bid to money from this fund. DCC should know by March.

5.4 West Devon Local Strategic Partnership Management Board

Chris Kirwin & Philip Wagstaff represent the respective Community Forums on the Board. They attended the latest quarterly meeting in December. 

5.5 CUKT Rural Action Research Partners Conference

Paul attended this event held in Ireland in late November & will report back at the next Forum Meeting.

Post Meeting Note:- Devon Heartlands has been invited to participate in a International Study, using the Community Forum as one example of Community Engagement. 

6.  AOB

6.1 Travellers Site Review

It is thought that DCC has been carrying out a review & is it possible to obtain some details about its outcome. 

At the WDBC Housing Strategy Sub Group Meeting in November it was said that WDBC had to provide 6 permenant pitches plus 5 transient pitches. This was going to be on the A30 route, as this is road is used by the travellers. 

Action 28-02  Ask Cllr Marsh if she can provide any information. - Ewen
6.2 Proposed Closure of the Army Loop Road 

This road was not authorised in the 1950’s by the land-owner (The Duchy of Cornwall) therefore has not been maintained. It is in a very poor state of repair which has led to the Duchy proposing to close it to motor vehicles. The Army Camp Commander has asked for local opinion, which Cllr Young will be pleased to receive. 

Drivers should be aware that it is a private road & their insurance cover is in all probability invalid, therefore they are using it it their own risk.

Action 28-03 Comments to Cllr Young e-mail Cllr.John.Young@westdevon.gov.uk - All
6.3 Cold Weather Emergency Cover

The cold snap prompted the question if Okehampton was cut off by a blizzard, what is the emergency procedures. Although no specific answer was given it is a statutory requirement for each Council to have a Local Disaster Plan, so presumably this would swing into action. 

Footnote:- On 7th January the Cold Weather Allowance was triggered for residence in the EX20 area.

6.4 Asset Transfers

The Guides have just taken ownership of the Guide Hut from the Council. 

7.  Date of Next Meeting


Wed 4th February 2009   2.00 p.m. to 4.00pm at the Ockment Centre, North Street, Okehampton. 
