NOTES of the DEVON HEARTLANDS COMMUNITY FORUM - Meeting No.27

– Wednesday 3rd December 2008 at Ockment Centre, Okehampton

1.Present:- Philip Wagstaff; Bob Dunnett; Ann Crawford; Kay Northcott; Robert Plumb; Angela Rose; Ken Crawford; P C Jonathan Ludwig; Hyder Pirwany; David Weeks; Peter Woodgate; Valerie Cushing; Chris Kirwin; Ewen Rae;

Apologies: - Nick Morgan; John Love; Paul Delahoy; Steve Blood; Jill & Geoff Gill; Christine Marsh; David Cushing;

2. Matters Arising 

2.1 Linking with Room 13 – Young People
Action Continue :- Jonathan; Philip & Ann to meet up with Room 13 representatives one evening, hopefully before Christmas.

2.2 Rural Fuel Cost Impact – No response has been received from the Dept of Transport to either letter sent to them. It was suggested that we should write to Ben Bradshaw MP to seek his aid in getting a response. 

Action 27-01 – Raise with Ben Bradshaw – Ewen
2.3 New Primary School

Okehampton Town Council has been corresponding with DCC re the new primary school. DCC has assured them that the project is being progressed with at least two Developers being interested. Discussions are continuing with the Land-owner & with WDBC re Affordable Housing provision. 

The numbers at the existing Primary School will be reviewed so that the high standards of education & teaching can be maintained & if necessary temporary classrooms provided. 

The correspondence did not address the need for the tendering process to include a feedback to the tenderers & recognition of the effort involved in responding to a very short bid timescale. 

Action 27-02 – Contact DCC to raise the process issues – Philip 

2.4. Dartmoor Circle.

Dartmoor Circle is an environmental group based in Ashburton. They are members of the Greater Dartmoor Local Action Group & are seeking to establish partners in West Devon. We have invited them to meet with us so that we can explore ways in which we can work together.

2.5 Local Involvement Network (LINk)

At the November Forum some members were unaware of LINk & its remit in raising awareness of Health & Social Care in the community. It was suggested that the Parish Council Link Meetings would be a very good vehicle to spread the word. 

Devon Heartlands is one of 500 organisations in Devon that has joined the LINk network.
3. Community Issues Raised & Feed-back

3.1 Fixed Assets Assets Register

We have received a copy of the Assets Register for Okehampton detailing land & property owned by WDBC in the area. 

3.2  Okehampton Castle 

The old Okehampton Rural Council gave the Castle to English Heritage. Visitor levels are low & could be boosted by offering free admission to local people with Free Bus Passes. 

Action 27-03 Make the suggestion to English Heritage – Ewen 

3.3 Loneliness 

A recent survey published in the newspapers said that Devon was the fifth loneliest places in Britain. This backed up anecdotal evidence from the Senior Council. It was suggested that the proposed Learning Resource Centre project should consider providing a Drop In facility for elderly folk. This would compliment the idea of a luncheon club. 

3.4 Greater Dartmoor Local Action Group 

The Fund has been re-named as the Greater Dartmoor Local Enterprise Action Fund (LEAF). The Group have recognised that they have not kept the organisations, who submitted Expressions of Interests, informed on progress. Action is in hand to rectify this. 

3.5 Parish Plans

CCD Report indicates that there are 4 parishes undertaking Parish Plans. These are Okehampton Hamlet; Drewsteignton; South Tawton & Sticklepath. It is understood that Sticklepath are not proceeding. 

4.  Main Projects

4.1 Okehampton Mill – Learning Resource Centre

Devon Heartlands has received detailed quotation for the Development Phase Professional Support from its Architect. We are reviewing to ensure that it meets the requirements & work packages are needed. This means that the project is at “Funder Ready “ status therefore they will be able to take advantage of funding

4.2 Dartmoor Railway

We have had no further contact from the new owners of Dartmoor Railway. 

Members of the Forum have learnt from various sources that:-

· Freight Services is the top priority

· Yeoford Interchange is being pursued, including infra-structure such as passing loops.

· They have secured the use of the name “ Devon & Cornwall Railway”

· Supporting the re-structuring of the Friends to embrace the volunteers too. 

A suggestion was made that the Granite Way Cycle track could be extended to the Exeter Road. This would have the dual benefit of providing another access point for users, thus reducing congestion around the Station Car Park, & maintaining the impetus for an Okehampton East station.

Action 27-04 Invite Graham Issen the General Manager to the next Forum – Philip

4.3 North Tawton Park Enhancement

The new Chair of the North Tawton Youth & Community Centre has breathed new life into this project. The project is to include levelling the football pitch, wheeled sports facility & more adventurous play equipment for all ages,  A meeting has been called in January.

5.  REPORTS & FEEDBACK FROM MEETINGS

5.1 Senior Council for Devon (Okehampton Branch)

The November meeting was given a talk on the Care & Repair Service for elderly people. The services offered range from changing light bulbs to fitting door locks & carrying out minor repairs & alterations e.g. adaptations for disabled use. There is a small charge for the services, however grants are available in the majority of cases. 

The next Senior Council meeting is on Tuesday 13th January at the Ockment Centre from 10 a.m.. 

5.2 Housing Strategy Sub Group

A summary report was distributed with the Agenda. The highlights identified in the summary are:-

a) 151 New Affordable Homes to be added to the housing stock – slowdown in house building means that some of original will slip into 2009/10, however shortfall will be made up by developers offering unsold houses to the Housing Associations. 

(b) Shared Ownership Scheme – some have been transferred to Rented Housing stock.

(c) Gypsy & Travellers Sites – WDBC has a statutory requirement to provide 6 permenant pitches plus 5 transient pitches as laid down by the Regional Spatial Strategy. The analysis of travel patterns indicates that the site(s) should be along the A30 route into Cornwall. 

(d) House Market Area Partnership – Closely monitoring the situation & producing quarterly reports.

(e) Temporary Accommodation Action Plan – The Government target is to reduce by 50% compared with September 2004 level of 17. Currently it stands at 28. 

(f) Devon Choice Based Letting Scheme – Unlikely to be introduced until late 2009 as the result of differences in starting base for the various Districts.

(g) Energy Efficiency – Warm Up Grants take up has slowed. The DCC’s Devon Warm Zones has given a boost. 

(h) Private Sector Stock Condition Survey – The cost of the Survey is £50k & cannot be afforded within budgets until 2010/11.

The Queen’s Speech today announced proposed boost to the Empty Housing Trust funds which is available to help boost the Affordable Housing Stock. 

The slowdown in House Sales has been further emphasised by some Estate Agents offering part – exchange deals.

Okehampton Town Council has raised objections to the volume of houses proposed for Okehampton. The Forum will support the Town Councils efforts to ensure that any new housing will a whole community.

Action 27-05 Write to OTC offering the Forum’s support. – Ewen 

5.2 Environmental Theme - Priority 2 Sub Group – Conserve Natural, Historic & Built Environment

A summary report was distributed with the Agenda. The main item for the Forum is to encourage Parish Plans to include environmental questionnaires. We have put WDBC Lead Officer in contact with the Okehampton Hamlets Parish Plan Group Chair.

5.3  Okehampton Deer Park Group

The Group is supporting Aggregate Industries’ proposal for the development of a Quarry Walk, which will extend the footpath network to a viewing platform  looking down into the quarry from the highest point & leading down to the Meldon Station. AI has passed the first grant hurdle & are optimitic about success. Further phases will include the establisment of Heritage / Education Facilities.

6.  AOB

6.1 New Bus Timetable

The revised 118 Bus Service between Barnstaple & Tavistock, with an onward connection to Plymouth (including Derriford Hospital), has raised a number of complaints. Hyder is co-ordinating complaints & has established a process with Devon Bus Service Manager & DCC for handling written complaints. Again it emphasises the need to complain in writing , so that they can formally treated. Hyder has invited anyone with complaints to e-mail at pirwany@yahoo.co.uk 

Action 27-06 Added Link to Hyder on the Devon Heartlands website – Paul Delahoy   

7.  Date of Next Meeting


Wed 7th January 2009   2.00 p.m. to 4.00pm at the Ockment Centre, North Street, Okehampton. 

