NOTES of the DEVON HEARTLANDS COMMUNITY FORUM - Meeting No.15 

– Wednesday 5th December  2007 at The Ockment Centre
1.Present:- Bob Dunnett; Stuart Lord; John Love; Paul Delahoy; Philip Wagstaff; Jeff Gill; Hannah Freeland; Cllr. David Weeks; Steve Blood; Cath Douglas-Wallis; Robert Plumb; Ewen Rae;

Apologies: - Hyder Pirwany; Stuart Farmer; Nick Morgan; Sgt Matt Longman; Ann Crawford; Ken Crawford; Christine Marsh;

2. Matters Arising 

2.1 Ockment Centre

The discussions between the Trustees & DCC has born fruit. The Centre is remaining open in 2008. The newspaper report was a little unclear & we should clarify the position with the parties. 

Action 15-01  To confirm situation with the Trustees & DCC Councillor. – Ewen 

2.2 Post Office

Postwatch have been invited to our January or February Forum, but unfortunately are unable to attend as they have limited resources. 

WDBC have a special sub-group reviewing the situation & analysing the criteria to be applied to produce the recommendations. The main one being that 95% of the community should be within 3 miles of a Post Office.

The Recommendations for Devon as a whole will be released in late May for a consultation period of 6-weeks. It is anticipated that around 55 closures Devon-wide will be identified.

The larger local Post Offices (Okehampton & North Tawton) are providing outreach services to rural communities. 

Cllr Weeks will keep the Forum updated on issues.

2.3 Broad Leafed Trees

Research has identified the following key facts :-

· WDBC has no Tree Protection Policy.

· Only Torbay in the Devon region has a Tree Policy

· Forestry Commission – rely on the public to police their policy.

· WDBC LSP has suggested that this topic is appropriate to be raised with the Environment Sub Group. There will be a stakeholders meeting in January.

· Okehampton Town Design Statement fully supports the maintenance of Broad Leafed Trees & Hedgerows.

Action 15-02 Write to WD LSP (Marion Playle) asking for this issue to be adopted by the WD LSP.

3. Community Issues 
3.1 West Devon Local Strategic Partnership

The MCTi Partnerships have been formally invited to join the LSP:-

· Management Board

· Theme Sub Groups

· Housing

· Environment

· Economy

· Access to Services

· Community Well-Being

Action:  Philip Wagstaff was nominated as the Representative on the Management Board and Paul Delahoy will attend with the agreement of the LSP Board as the lead officer for the Carnegie RARP.

Ewen has been the representative on the Housing Sub Group & will attend the “Access to Services” Sub Group in December. Paul will attend the “Community Well-Being” Sub  Group. They will report back to the Forum in January.

4. Greater Dartmoor Local Action Group

The next Round of EU Funding comes on stream next year & the Government have put up the matched funding to form the RDPE.

For the South-West (excluding Cornwall, who have Objective 1 status) there is 

a Funding Stream specifically for rural communities (between 5,000 & 150,000 population). Minimum Annual grant is £250K. The feeling is that communities of over 100,000 will be most likely to succeed therefore the DNPA; WDBC; Teignbridge & South Hams have formed the Greater Dartmoor Group. 

They have to submit an Expression of Interest by the end of December & have held two consultations events to explain the process & to get back. Following the consultations a draft EofI has been produced & circulated for comment.

It is strong on Economic, Environment & Access to Services aspects, with well evidenced economic – social need for the project. This hits three out of four RDPE priorities but ignores “Developing Local Governance & Delivery Capacity in rural areas, which they say will be addressed in the full bid to be submitted in May ’08. 

The Greater Dartmoor LAG has identified four priorities

· Priority 1: Development of local supply chains and products;

· Priority 2: Rural Entrepreneurship;

· Priority 3: Realising the potential of environmental and cultural heritage; and

· Priority 4: Improving access to and delivery of services.

Devon Heartlands has registered its desire to be part of the LAG & will keep the Forum informed on progress. 

Community Groups & Organisations, who want their projects registered can do so by completing a simple Project Pro Forma. However they need to identify which Priority(ies) it would contribute to.

5. Main Projects

5.1  Okehampton Mill
Devon Heartlands & WDBC are continuing their correspondence, whilst taking steps to take the project forward. The key milestone is the production of a Business Plan by 31st March 2008. 

WDBC & DCC have met again to discuss the library; as a consequence DCC Library Services will be contacting Devon Heartlands. 

5.2 Dartmoor Railway (DRy)
Dartmoor Railway have submitted a funding application to Devon Renaissance for a Car Free Tourism Project, which is based upon the establishment of a Passenger Inter-Change Facility at Yeoford. This will enable a Dartmoor Railway service to connect with the Tarka Line service. Initially this will be two days a week & facilitate car free visitors to the Okehampton area. They are progressing with Network Rail the appropriate licence for this. 

Discussions with the RDA re possible site at Exeter Road are continuing but there has been no significant movement.

Light Railway suggestion for extending the line from Meldon to Sourton is not in the immediate development plans.  

Action 15-03  Write to Dartmoor Railway recognising their contribution to the commuinity. Copies to SRA / ECT Group / Aggregate Industries. – Steve 

5.3 GREEN TOURISM

The Yeoford Inter-Change is a necessary pre-requisite before this Project can go forward. 

6.  REPORTS & FEEDBACK FROM MEETINGS

 6.1 Devon Rural Network

The CRAG group provide input into policies & initiatives so that rural aspects & issues can be properly recognised. 

6.2 Senior Council for Devon
They are exploring the possibility of using Room 13 as a daytime Drop In centre for Senior Citizens, i.e. the Over 50’s. 

Other plans from the Senior Council are:
· The County Constitution is expected to be finalised in January 2008. This will form the basis for the constitution  of the Okehampton Area Group

· Website is being developed

· Shadow Forum will be in place until March. 

· They are exploring strengthening the Group by using the MCTi Partnerships.

The Okehampton Group have provided comment on the potential use of the proposed new Castle Hospital facilities. 

6.3 West Devon LSP – HOUSING SUB GROUP

6.4 OKEHAMPTON DEER PARK GROUP

Reports were held over to the next Forum meeting in January

Action 15-04 Write to MCTA seeking clarification of who & how the various MCTi Partnerships will be supported in the future. – Paul 

7.  AOB

7.1 OKEHAMPTON CHAMBER OF TRADE

They have launched a new, improved website www.bestofokehampton,com & are encouraging community participation.

7.2 The “5 x 30” Programme

This project from the Primary Care Trust & delivered locally via OCRA is aimed at encouraging the community to be more active, more often. For example regular walking groups (walk & talk). This has been extended until October 2008.

7.3  OKEHAMPTON ACTIVITY HUB

This is an exciting new project being lead by OCRA which is in its formative stages. It will provide a co-ordinated approach to the development of Okehampton as Active Destination, by developing facilities (e,g, new all-weather pitches), improved footpaths & a Hub Building.  

&.  Date of Next Meeting


Wed 2nd January 2008 commencing 2.00 p.m. at the Ockment Centre 

