NOTES of the DEVON HEARTLANDS COMMUNITY FORUM - Meeting No.17
– Wednesday 6th February  2008 at The Ockment Centre
1.Present:- Bob Dunnett; John Love; Hannah Freeland; Ann Crawford; Ken Crawford; Paul Delahoy; Philip Wagstaff; Nick Morgan; Jeff Gill; Cllr. David Weeks; Ewen Rae; Christine Marsh; Cath Douglas-Wallis; Robert Plumb;
Apologies: - Hyder Pirwany; Stuart Farmer; Derek Webber; Steve Blood; Mandy Kenyon;
2. Matters Arising 

2.1 Broad-Leaf Trees
The West Devon LSP – Environment Theme Group has confirmed that they are aware of this issue & intend to cover it as part of the Biodiversity element. John Love has provided a written brief & David Weeks will present it at the LSP Environment Theme Group event on 27th Feb 2008
2.1.1 A suggestion was made that the footpath maintenance contractors could have their briefs amended to include a requirement to advise on troublesome trees along the footpath. 
2.2 A30 – Whiddon Down 
DCC Highways would support the new slip road proposal if funding could be found. A couple of possible sources are being investigated, including EU Road Construction funds & a meeting with the MEP has been arranged.

The Forum offered its assistance & support. 
2.3 Bus Passenger Representation

Department of Transport (DfT) is consulting widely on whether or not a national review body for Bus Passengers should be set. There are 3 options proposed:-
A) To work with the three existing bodies, including Bus Users UK, Travelwatch. 

B) Set up a New Stand Alone Body

C) Multi – model based upon the Rail Users body.

DfT request feedback by 17th March 2008. 

Action17-01 To produce a positioning paper for consideration at the next Community Forum. Ken/ Philip 

Note It was recommended to invite Hyder to input into the Paper.

Action 17-02 Add DfT Consultation Paper to Devon Heartlands website - Paul
2.4 Gtr Dartmoor LAG

To date we have submitted 6 projects to be included in the full application, with potentially two more to come.
The RDA has not responded to Gtr Dartmoor LAG team as yet, however it is understood that 35 Expression of Interest have been submitted with a maximum of 10 contracts to be awarded. This is going to be very competitive. 

This Programme is very much economic driven.
3. Community Issues 

3.1 New Primary School

Under the old system DCC would be responsible for building new schools however the Government want the community to have a greater involvement on determining the style & ethos of new schools. They have asked consultants (OPM) to conduct community consultations & invite tenders for a new primary school, which are to be submitted by 6th April. 
The community meeting expressed an opinion that the new & existing primary schools should be linked together. Subsequently Devon Heartlands’ Chairman was invited to chair a meeting of interested parties including teachers, parents & councillors to take this forward. 
West Devon Local Strategic Partnership

3.1  LSP Meetings Feedback

I. Management Board

The Local Development Framework consultation plan reviewed. 

The Community Engagement Strategy was discussed. It is a positive step forward as it sets out the processes for 2-way engagement with the LSP & its Partners including Agencies & WDBC. 
II. Economy Theme Group

This was attended by some 28 people with the current economic position illustrated by some key statistics including :-
· Unemployment (although relatively low) is rising more steeply in West Devon than in Devon or UK as a whole.

· The Average Wage for someone living and working in West Devon is just £16,000.

· 17% of people in employment are in the tourism industry which is double SW average.
· Just 10 parishes out of 50 have or are producing a Parish Plan, although there was 100% cover with MCTi Plans.

The community has been invited to submit a Pro Forma for its planned economic projects. Devon Heartlands will use the information submitted to the Gtr Dartmoor LAG. 

Action 17-03 Advise on the reasons behind the unemployment increase- Robert
3.2  LSP Future Meetings

· LSP Housing Theme Group  19th February at Lamerton Sports & Community Centre starting at 10 a.m.
· Environment Theme Group  27th February at Lamerton Sports & Community Centre starting at 9.30 a.m.

3.3  WD LDF Core Strategy

Following the Consultations in the summer of 2007, WDBC has decided to conduct further consultations on 4 specific areas:-
· The scale & distribution of housing, employment & retail development in Okehampton & Tavistock.

· The level of Housing development in North Tawton, Hatherleigh & Lifton

· The provision of housing in main & secondary villages to help sustain rural communities.

· The Settlement Heirarchy

In brief Okehampton new housing increases to 900 compared with 500 originally proposed whilst in North Tawton an additional 200 housing are proposed (increase of 140). Whilst developments in villages will be small with sewage capacity a limiting factor. 
The main local employment development is Opportunity Okehampton. 

The Consultation event in North Tawton was attended by some 100 people with the most common comments being:-

· Why have extra houses been included?       (The answer is Government imposed)

· Is Option 3 consulted on in 2007 still valid?  (The answer is YES )

· Need for local employment land

· Moor View area is the right place for new housing, ideally including a new Relief road.

· Town Car Park to be increase by an additional 25 spaces.

Copies of the Further Consultation Questionnaire were circulated for Forum members to complete & return.

The main comments from the Forum were:-

a. Too many houses are being proposed which are well over that necessary for the local need  as evidenced by the Housing Register
b. Need for local employment opportunities? How many new jobs will Opportunity Okehampton yield?

c. Infrastructure should be put in place first before houses are built.

Action 17-04 to advise how many new jobs created at Opportunity Okehampton – Robert
4.  Main Projects

4.1  Carnegie Rural Action Research Programme
Devon Heartlands has just submitted its 2nd Progress Report, which was well received by Carnegie. It is available on the Devon Heartlands website. Devon Heartlands has been asked to host the next meeting of the 7 Community Planning RARP Project teams in April. In addition we have been invited to present our work at two conferences during February and March.
4.2 Dartmoor Railway
The Car Free Tourism project focussing on the provision of a Passenger Inter-change Facility is reaching a critical stage.  Full grant applications have been submitted to Devon Renaissance & West Devon Borough Council for their consideration in February. If approved, the work will start in March.
Dartmoor Railway appreciated the support provided by Devon Heartlands Community Forum.

4.3 Okehampton Mill
Finding for the next phase has been secured from Okehampton United Charities & DCC, so that work on the development of costed proposals can commence in earnest. We are meeting with the College in February to establish their exact requirements & are seeking clarification from DCC Head of Library Services re the potential re-siting of library. 
A meeting of all the original stakeholders will be arranged for early March. This will provide them with another opportunity to input into this project.

5.  REPORTS & FEEDBACK FROM MEETINGS

5.1 Senior Council for Devon
The Senior Council has been established as a Company Limited By Guarantee, with each of its 60 member’s will have a liability limited to £1. It will receive £150,000 from DCC & PCT. They have based the constitution on a standard format modified to meet the specifics of the Council. It will be a non political organisation adopting a bottom up approach. The representation will comprise 2 persons from each local Senior Council with the10 Directors / Officers will be elected from these 60 members. 
Okehampton Group has its own constitution with the next meeting being Tuesday 11th March in the Ockment Centre from 10.30 to 1.00 p.m.

5.2 Okehampton Deer Park Group

The Group chaired by DNPA Director, has produced an Action Plan covering 4 areas of activity:-

i) Land Management
ii) Access to the ark

iii) Interpretation & Information,  &

iv) Enhanced Facilities.

The Car Free Tourism Project is vital to the development of this Project.

The Group will be developing a website loosely based on the Meldon Viaduct site, which it hopes to launch in May.

5.3 Devon Towns Forum

The database of all community based plans (including MCTi & Parish Plans) has been completed. Free workshops are being run to provide information on the database & how to access & use it. 

DTF is hosting a Community Asset Development workshop in Okehampton on 9th April. Main speaker will be Hazel Stuteley OBE with presentations from Devon County Councils Reinvestment Service on the transfer of assets to the community as described within the Quirk Report.  The event will be advertised widely and on the Devon Towns Forum website www.devontownsforum.org.uk  Places may also be booked by telephone on 01805 624874 
5.4 West Devon Joint Market Towns Partnership

It was originally set up by Devon Heartlands to engage with the WD LSP, however with each Partnership now invited onto the LSP Board it was appropriate time to review the Joint Partnership.  It was agreed that the Joint Partnership remained a useful and met in January to re-affirmed its need to continue to share experiences, information & common initiatives in particular the need to plan for continuation funding. The meeting also agreed that Christopher Kirwin from TAVi should act as Chairman of the Partnership as Christopher is also the West Devon Area Representative on the board of the Devon Towns Forum.
6.  AOB

6.1  Sunday Rover Service
DCC & DNPA are reviewing their support for this service. Devon Heartlands recognises the benefits to the area as it has brought some 80,000 visitors into the area over its 10-years in operation. 

17-05 Write to DCC & DNPA supporting the continuation of the Sunday Rover Service - Ewen
17-06 Raise issues to the attentionof WDBC Officers & councillors - Nick
6.2  Council Meetings Notices
It would be useful to have advance notice of key Council Meetings, such as National Park Forum on 23rd May. 

17-07 Consider the development of Meeting Schedule to be circulated with the Forum’s agenda - Ewen
7.  Date of Next Meeting


Wed 5h March 2008   2.00 p.m. to 4.00pm at the Ockment Centre, North Street, Okehampton. 

