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The District Council has a duty to work with its communities and with other agencies providing and planning local services to produce a community strategy which sets out a plan of action for improving the economic, social and environmental wellbeing of the area.  Community planning should engage and involve local people and improve the co-ordination of services they receive.  North Dorset District Council has a profound commitment to a bottom up approach to community planning and a longstanding enthusiasm for partnerships as a way of delivering local priorities.  Consequently, the Council has welcomed community planning as a way of working.

The Council is an active participant in the Dorset Strategic Partnership co-ordinated by the County Council.  North Dorset District Council representatives have helped to draft the Dorset Community Strategy and this was put to District Councillors for endorsement in April 2004.

In North Dorset local communities are encouraged to participate in the development of parish plans and/or the local community plans for their market town and its rural area.  Local community partnerships (SturQuest, Three Rivers Partnership, Shaftesbury Task Force and DT11 Forum) are leading the development of local community plans.  The development of the town-based partnerships is supported through officer time and grant aid.

The community planning process has been underway since 2001/02 and the results of extensive consultation and participation are being presented through the publication of local community plans and parish plans.  This document provides a summary of the emerging themes and priority actions identified through this process.  The community plans summary will be a live document until such time as all local community plans and parish plans have been produced and incorporated. 

The North Dorset Vision:

“A shared vision for the people of North Dorset whose thriving and balanced communities in our market towns and surrounding villages build economic prosperity while safeguarding our unique and diverse environment”

Three of the market towns in North Dorset have finalised and published their local community plans: Sturminster Newton, Gillingham, Shaftesbury and DT11 – Blandford area is in draft
.  Information has been drawn from these plans together with parish plans produced by: Ashmore (draft), Charlton Marshall, Child Okeford & Hanford, Hilton & Melcombe Horsey,  Iwerne Minster (draft), Lower Winterbornes, Marnhull (draft), Milton Abbas, Motcombe, Pimperne, Shroton, South Tarrants, and Tarrant Monkton & Launceston  This Summary has been prepared using the Cross-cutting issues and main themes of the Dorset Community Strategy: Affordable Housing, Access & Rural Issues, People, Learning & Knowledge, Safety & Health, Economy and Environment

Profile of North Dorset – Cross-Cutting Issues – Housing, Access and Rural Issues

Joseph Rowntree Foundation undertook an assessment of housing infrastructure entitled “can work – can’t buy” in May 2003, which confirmed that Dorset was one of the least affordable areas in the country for first-time buyers.

Average working household income for North Dorset was £27,891, with average house prices at £135,809, resulting in a house price to income ratio of 4.87 to 1.  The average ratio for England was 3.4 to 1.  North Dorset came out as the 37th least affordable area out of over 350 local authority areas.  

Key findings from the Housing Needs Survey undertaken in North Dorset in 2002 indicated an affordability problem arising from the relationship between local incomes and supply of stock with above average prices.  Most new household demand is for flats and terraced properties but there is a shortfall in supply.

A significant finding from the study is the projected increase of over 80-year old population between 1999 and 2011 in North Dorset.  This will require consideration of the relating housing and care needs of this sector.  There is also a need to consider the requirements of disabled people for adapted property and better matching.

86% of households in North Dorset own a car/van.  Access to transport is vital in an area as rural as North Dorset, where facilities and services are not easily accessible.

Average traffic flows on North Dorset’s roads have increased by 37% over the last 12 years.  North Dorset has no motorway and limited dual carriageway.  The major north-south link in the district is the A350, all single carriageway, with high average daily traffic flows of over 10,000 vehicles.

The rail network in North Dorset is limited – the only station in the district is Gillingham on the main Exeter to Waterloo rail line.

Traffic congestion, due to the increase in vehicles using North Dorset roads, and unreliable journey times can lead to increased costs for business and may act as a disincentive to inward investment and tourism.

Rural residents are severely disadvantaged by a restricted bus service.  Provision of public transport in more rural areas of the district is not comprehensive with over 12,500 people not served by a frequent bus service (three or more buses a day is classed as frequent).  Funding from local sources is helping to overcome rural transport issues through the provision of support to community transport initiatives.  NORDCAT is a charitable organization providing a door-to-door minibus service in North Dorset to elderly, disabled and socially excluded people.  A Dial-a-Ride service operates with buses based in Blandford, Gillingham, Shaftesbury and Sturminster Newton.  NORDCAT minibuses are wheelchair accessible and can carry up to 15 passengers.

North Dorset faces a major challenge of maintaining the vitality of its rural communities and improving infrastructure that forms the basis of village life.  The Indices of Deprivation 2004 identifies severe problems for 30% of North Dorset residents who are deprived of access to services.  Even where local services exist, they do not meet every need.

Services and facilities required by young people, whilst different to those for the population as a whole, are subject to similar problems with North Dorset parishes falling into the top 20% of Dorset’s Youth Accessibility index.

Approximately 75% of rural parishes in North Dorset have no shop selling general produce and over the last 10 years the district has lost 30% (10) of its rural post offices, together with seeing closure of many public houses and petrol stations.

Broadband is theoretically available to all residents and businesses in North Dorset through use of enhanced telephone lines, wireless or satellite connections.

BT can now provide broadband services – ASDL – but this service is only available if you are less than 5km from a local telephone exchange.  They will only provide this where demand is proven (eg 450 potential users are required before BT will consider upgrading the exchange).

Approximately 65% of households in North Dorset are located within 3km of a broadband enabled exchange (March 2004)
Key Issues – Affordable Housing:

The following is an extract from the Dorset Community Strategy:

· The shortage of appropriate affordable housing for local people;

· The lack of affordable housing for key workers in the public and private sectors;

· The particular housing requirements of young people and older people;

· Choice and mobility;

· Sustainable and lifetime homes;

· Maximising use of existing housing;

· The balance between environmental protection and providing more housing:

Key Issues – Access and Rurality:

The following is an extract from the Dorset Community Strategy:

· Improving access to services through effective rural transport solutions and roads, particularly to provide better access to health provision, recreation, training and work;

· Identifying where barriers such as rural poverty and hidden deprivation prevent individuals and communities accessing services;

· Improving information technology opportunities to increase electronic access to services;

· Providing consistent and locally available, up to date information so that people can make informed choices;

· Retaining the vitality of rural communities and market towns whilst ensuring sustainable countryside and land management.

The following is a summary of priority actions identified within the current local community plans and parish plans.

	Cross-Cutting Issue – Affordable Housing

	Ashmore 
	· Contain housing growth to no more than 10% per year to 2020

· Give planning priority to affordable housing

	Child Okeford & Hanford
	· Support and actively encourage suitable applications for residential development that supports modest and steady growth

	DT11 – Blandford area
	· Consider alternative ways of funding and facilitating affordable housing projects

	Gillingham
	· Support and encourage initiatives to provide affordable housing throughout the area

	Hilton & Melcombe Horsey
	· Pursue Housing Survey results with appropriate authorities and seek satisfactory outcome for those in need

· Investigate and pursue the provision of social housing by the authorities where the need is established

· Monitor developments at Chescmobe Court and press for continued provision of sheltered housing within the area so that elderly residents can continue to live locally

	Iwerne Minster
	· Pursue the development of a housing needs survey with NDDC

· Engage with low cost housing providers such as the Rural Housing Trust and Signpost Housing if needs are proven

· Prepare an informed decision on affordable housing to the NDDC planning policy

	Marnhull
	· Parish Council to support provision of affordable housing in village

· Investigate the feasibility of a Community Land Trust for affordable housing

	Milton Abbas
	· Arrange a local housing surgery, supported by Dorset Community Action

· Carry out periodic housing needs surveys

· Investigate the need for sheltered housing

	Motcombe
	· Agree overall plan for Case’s site with developers, district and parish councils to include suitable affordable housing association properties for long-term benefit

	Pimperne
	· Encourage the provision of affordable/starter homes for local people at Manor Farm

	Shaftesbury
	· Encourage housing developers to provide more affordable housing units within new develoments

· Support initiatives to provide affordable housing in the area – including low cost rented, shared equity and sheltered accommodation for the elderly and local people

· Support the work of the North Dorset Rural Housing Enabler

· Promote the development of ‘ladder’ accommodation to let local first time buyers into the property market and remain in the area 

	Shroton
	· Lobby NDDC to ensure future housing is affordable housing and not large detached homes

	South Tarrants
	· Support the development of limited affordable accommodation

· Prepare an up to date housing survey

	Sturminster Newton
	· Encourage housing developers to provide more affordable housing units within new developments

	Tarrant Monkton & Launceston
	· Notify DCA Housing Enabler of the need for assisted accommodation for those unable to rent/buy


The following is a summary of priority actions identified within the current local community plans and parish plans.

	Cross-Cutting Issue – Access & Rural Issues

	Ashmore
	· Campaign to improve local bus services

	Charlton Marshall
	· Liaise with Wilts & Dorset Bus Company to determine usage of existing services

· Liaise with Dorset County Council to review and provide alternative/additional bus stops

· Parish Council to discuss improvements to communication with residents, eg newsletter

· Lobby Royal Mail to provide additional post boxes, where required

· Appoint a Footpath Officer to review footpaths and identify obstructions

· Consider development of information to be incorporated into Welcome Pack for new residents

· Research setting up link with surgeries/pharmacies for local delivery service of prescriptions

· Research feasibility of setting up community shop

· Maintain and refurbish existing post office facility

· Research feasibility of new purpose-built shared village hall/church meeting room facility

	Child Okeford & Hanford
	· Liaise with Dorset County Council to raise awareness of residents concerns and include in Local Transport Plan, and appoint a Village Transport Co-ordinator

· Encourage joint working of hall management and community centre committees to identify future community facility needs

· Monitor provision of public transport within the parish and encourage car sharing and use of taxis where practical.  Develop and promote the use of NORDCAT.

	DT11 – Blandford area
	· Support the creation of a network of outlying community halls that can be used for a range of purposes.  Co-ordinate parish community hall projects so that they complement rather than duplicate provision

· Create a directory of halls and meeting facilities in the area; detailing facilities available, cost and booking procedures

· Facilitate the creation of a new library building for Blandford that meets the needs of readers and learners in the 21st Century

· Support the refurbishment of play areas in Larksmead, Blandford Forum and Chettel Way, Blandford St Mary

· Ensure there is adequate outdoor play provision for children of all ages, especially in areas of dense housing and isolated villages by mapping gaps in provision of equipped play areas, informal open spaces, skate parks, ball courts and youth shelters

· Support the creation of a BMX track in Blandford

· Map pockets of poor TV and mobile phone reception and lack of broadband access and lobby appropriate service providers for solutions

· Encourage use of existing bus routes by publishing localised/targeted bus timetables for particular parishes, interest or age groups

· Pilot a youth transport service based on research findings so that young people can get to activities at weekends and in the evenings

· Encourage wider use of NORDCAT community transport scheme by targeted marketing to specific user groups

· Lobby for more safe cycle routes – especially key routes into the town

· Promote the use and development of the Dorset Youth & Community Service mobile Youth Bus service across the area to bring professional youth workers to the area

· Support a revised C13 route becoming the major link between Blandford and Shaftesbury

· Lobby for implementation of an effective by-pass route for A350 south of Blandford to intersection with A31 at Sturminster Marshall 

· Improve traffic flow through Blandford by better signage from bypass into town via both Bournemouth Road and Wimborne Road

	Gillingham
	· Support and encourage the establishment of a Credit Union for the North Dorset area

· Encourage the provision of more extensive pre-school and childcare facilities to enable parents to work

· Encourage affordable access to facilities

· Encourage access without invasion

· Encourage improvements to pre-school provision

· Support villages within the area of benefit in developing and maintaining community facilities

· Ensure that pedestrian and cycle access to key amenities is improved so that dependency on cars is reduced

· Improve pedestrian and wheelchair access to the town and facilities

· Support initiatives to reduce dependency on private cars

· Support improvements in traffic management in Gillingham

· Develop a more extensive network of footpaths and cycleways

· Lobby for flexible, integrated and affordable public transport

· Lobby train companies to recognise Gillingham’s importance as a Gateway

· Support the development of a double track on the Waterloo-Exeter line

· Promote the concept of Gillingham as a transport hub

· Encourage adequate and appropriate car parking

· Develop a combined transport timetable for the town and parishes

· Support and promote the library and museum in Gillingham

· Encourage the use and expansion of mobile libraries in the parishes

	Hilton & Melcombe Horsey
	· Form a Parish Transport Project Group to assist the parish council to disseminate information about transport services including customer service procedures

· Promote local events in the Village News and on the village website

· Lobby BBC to provide Freeview service in the local area in the run up to conversion to digital terrestrial television

· Lobby OFCOM to ensure adequate digital television coverage in the area

· Lobby BT and other telephone service providers to ensure reliable public telephone service is maintained in the area

· Lobby communication services providers to improve availability of broadband services

· Consider establishing a public internet access point within the community

· Lobby Royal Mail to review last posting times on local collection boxes

· Request local Post Office to provide additional counter services, or stock additional forms

· Promote use of existing footpaths for communication

· Develop register of drivers for transport to neighbouring facilities

· Provide play area for local childrean

· Form a range of clubs available to children within the parish after school

· Develop a village newspaper, created by children of the parish

	Iwerne Minster
	· Liaise with the village club committee and parish council regarding parking issues with a view to addressing

· Examine the viability of a larger village hall

· Introduce a directory of volunteer car drivers and make widely available

· Investigate the possibility of introducing a toddler group to the village

· Investigate the feasibility of introducing a more flexible and frequent bus service to reach the centres of Shaftesbury, Blandford, Salisbury and beyond

· Encourage and promote the use of existing bus service

	Lower Winterborne
	· Refurbish the existing Winterborne Kingston Village Hall and/or build new at recreation ground

· Lobby transport providers to provide more regular and appropriate public transport to link with Blandford Youth Club, Supermarket and Bere Regis

· Lobby to improve reception of national communications

· Improve communications within the parish by developing a Parish website

	Marnhull
	· Investigate the potential for developing a new pre-school facility in the village in partnership with parish council and existing pre-school management

· Parish council to investigate range of communication channels to disseminate information to residents and visitors

· Parish council to investigate application to Best Kept village competition

· Undertake a study of transport needs of residents to determine requirement for additional transport provision

· Review current equipment in children’s play area and invest in new equipment

· Investigate the feasibility of providing a youth shelter in the recreation ground

	Milton Abbas
	· Explore potential for wider access to Milton Abbey School facilities for local community

· Organise NORDCAT programmes for disabled, youth, sport practice and recreational outings

· Organise simplified bus timetable

· Investigate transport within the parish

· Organise a shuttle service to Abbey School events
· Organise transport scheme for trips outside the parish

· Organise leisure bus to Blandford

· Assist Rainbow pre-school to solve accommodation problems

	Motcombe
	· Lobby BT to improve communications by providing ADSL at the Shaftesbury exchange

· Encourage/promote the use of NORDCAT community transport to enable young people to travel to organised activities elsewhere

· Extend footpath on West of The Street to Church Walk to improve pedestrian access

· Provide basic leisure facilities for teenagers and young people to prevent need to travel to neighbouring towns

· Improve footpath safety to encourage children to walk to school

	Pimperne
	· Encourage public and community transport providers to improve on the services provided for all residents

· Provide multi-play area for older children

· Extend village hall to provide more storage, stage and meeting room facilities

· Support improvements to Church amenity room

· Develop plans to provide a purpose built pre-school

	Shaftesbury
	· Support the Shaftesbury & Gillingham Area Transport Forum to improve rural public transport, including out of hours buses between market towns and villages

· Support community and voluntary transport schemes, eg NORDCAT, particularly for those on low incomes, young and older people

· Encourage car share and volunteer driver initiatives to support people on low incomes or the elderly accessing services such as healthcare

· Investigate options for integrated community transport to enable rural people to access training and employment in the Shaftesbury area

· Encourage affordable access to all community facilities

· Lobby central government through district and county councils to accelerate upgrading of A350

· Support the provision of play and recreation areas for children/young people in villages

· Promote a range of after-school and holiday activities for children focussed on youth clubs and youth activity centres

· Support the plans of the Skateboard Alliance to improve the skateboard park in Barton Hill

· Support the facilities for young people and confidential advice/guidance provided at Toby’s 

· Support the provision of new pre-school facilities

· Support the establishment of ‘safe’ accommodation for homeless, at risk or vulnerable young people

· Work with Primary Care Trusts to improve integration of healthcare support to ensure older people can maintain independence in their own homes

	Shroton
	· Full support should be given for the C13 becoming the main Blandford to Shaftesbury route

· Lobby and influence developers to ensure that a shop is considered for inclusion in any future development

· Lobby to improve access from the village onto the A350

· Ensure new buildings have car parking space – off road

· Develop and design a new village hall to include a range of activities for all sectors of the community
· 

	South Tarrants
	· Identify local volunteer to maintain and develop village website

· Investigate the need/potential of providing community shop/farmers market

· Liaise with local youth clubs to investigate opportunities to link with/develop own youth club

· Lobby OFCOM regarding poor Broadband and TV reception

· Research feasibility and willingness to car-share

· Improve access for village hall activities in Anne Biddlecombe Hall

· Develop residents Welcome Pack with regular updates 

· Improve facilities for people with specific needs at churches

	Sturminster Newton
	· Provision of pedestrian footway and cycleway for Sturminster Newton to Rolls Mill Industrial Estate

· Lobby to improve out of hours bus services to Sturminster Newton from rural areas and to/from Bournemouth & Poole

· Promote and develop community transport schemes such as Nordcat, particularly for people on low incomes, young people and older people

· Promote Jubilee Path to provide a noth-south pedestrian/cycle route through the town

· Consider introduction of a scooter scheme for younger people

· Provide improved advice and facilities for young people eg advice on drugs/health issues

· Provide improved careers and employment advice for all

· Provide improved/more extensive child care facilities for pre-school children

· Develop a Credit Union of North Dorset

· Improve footways between Sturminster Newton and Glue Hill

· Improve direction signing to and within the town

	Tarrant Monkton & Launceston
	· Contact other Tarrant Village/nearby parishes to establish need for mini bus service and develop suitable proposal

· In assessing/making recommendations on planning matters, ensure preservation of Church, village hall, telephone box


North Dorset Profile – People

North Dorset has a total population of 64,000, with almost 40% living in the towns of Blandford, Gillingham and Shaftesbury and a further 30% in the small towns and larger villages.  The district has experienced the highest rate of population growth in the County.  Over the last 10 years North Dorset’s population has increased by 15%, with the highest growth in the major towns.

North Dorset has the youngest population in the County, with 20% of the population being aged 0-15 years and the balance being 58% aged 16-64 and 22% over retirement age.  The different age structure is due to a number of reasons.  The district has large boarding schools in Bryanston and Milton Abbas, over 8% of all people aged 0-15 years are resident at these establishments.  The recent growth of the towns of Blandford, Gillingham and Shaftesbury has been due to significant house building in these areas.  A large proportion of this has been family homes therefore attracting younger people into the area.

Village halls play an important role as a focal and meeting point for many rural communities.  They provide venues for a range of activities.  Recent legislation regarding Health & Safety requires many village halls to undertake work to upgrade access, kitchen and cooking facilities and DDA legislation requires work to improve access.

North Dorset villages have a relatively high proportion of village halls:

59% of villages with over 40 people have a hall

81% of villages with over 200 people have a hall

North Dorset has a total of 41 village halls.

Childcare places in rural areas provide opportunities for children to socialise and provide the means to help parents return to work.  Availability of childcare places in North Dorset is very poor with only 161 places per 1,000 children aged 0-7 years.  Similarly provision of wrap-around care (before and after-school clubs, holiday activities) is fairly poor.

Support from family members is vital for many families, particularly those who would struggle to afford childcare.

Key Issues – People

The following is an extract from the Dorset Community Strategy:

· Promote a family-friendly Dorset where children and young people are valued and encouraged to remain part of the community;

· Provide support for older people to enjoy full, active and independent lives safely both in their own homes and in the care of others;

· Encourage vibrant and sustainable neighbourhoods where local people actively participate in decision-making and community action;

· Meet the different needs and aspirations of all people within the community to encourage equality and celebrate diversity;

· Building community capacity, sharing and increasing opportunities through joint working and collaboration

The following is a summary of priority actions identified within the current local community plans and parish plans.
	People

	Ashmore
	· Generate close working relationship between Parish Council and District planning authority

· Work with District authorities to obtain a youth leader to manage a village youth club in the village hall

	Charlton Marshall
	· Develop the concept of a ‘good neighbour’ scheme

· Encourage wider use of the parish church and review opportunities for new activities

· Develop and form new social clubs/groups locally for specific sectors/interested parties

· Encourage more volunteering by local people

· Work with young people to identify specific needs and develop actions

· Investigate the possibility of linking with other holiday schemes outside the parish or developing local holiday schemes for young people

	Child Okeford & Hanford
	· Work with other parishes to actively support the development of a local pre-school facility

· Form a special funding committee to identify and lever in necessary funds to implement projects

· Parish council to take on responsibility for managing, implementing and monitoring delivery of actions within parish plan

· Work closely with SturQuest community partnership to maximise joint working opportunities

	DT11 – Blandford area
	· Lobby for and actively facilitate the creation of venues/facilities of particular appeal to young people such as a bowling alley, fast food restaurant, etc

· Work with the Blandford Youth Pathfinder Project

· Create a Young People’s Forum to act as a consultation and feedback group community planning issues

· Support plans for provide information, guidance and language tuition for refugees, asylum seekers and minority ethnic people living in the DT11 area

	Gillingham
	· Provide facilities and amenities for young people to encourage retention

· Work with Gillingham town council and NDDC to provide leisure and community facilities

· Develop pro-active planning strategies

· Develop strategies to ensure stronger community involvement in planning

· Support further, mutually beneficial, collaboration between schools and wider community

· Support initiatives to improve the provision of day care and services for the elderly and other vulnerable groups

· Engage in an ongoing constructive business/community partnership

· Encourage young people’s engagement in the development of services and amenities based on their identified needs

· Improve provision for children and young people

· Plan for a cohesive, inclusive community

· Encourage volunteering and support volunteers

	Hilton & Melcombe Horsey
	· Lobby DCC to ensure all schools and parents with an interest in local primary/first school education and transport are involved in the consultation regarding closure of Milton Abbas School Base

· Work in partnership with relevant bodies to obtain grant funding to assist with identifying learning needs locally in order to become a learning parish

	Iwerne Minster
	· Pursue the setting up of a youth club, using identified volunteers

	Lower Winterborne
	· Work with young people to design and construct weatherproof ‘hang-out’ shelter for older youth

· Work with young people to set up youth club with necessary volunteers/equipment required

	Marnhull
	· Work with young people to determine the need for premises/facility for a youth club

	Milton Abbas
	· Install an over 12’s play park

· Complete the under 12’s play park

· Form youth group and identify venue to meet

· Organise programme of day trips

· Research after school club

· Investigate need/facility for computer access/computer club

· Form gardening club, organise coffee mornings/cinema nights/keep-fit sessions

· Continue newcomers events

· Continue Tent Week

	Motcombe
	· Work with young people to ascertain their needs for dedicated facility/amenity, including ownership and responsibility for managing on an ongoing basis

	Pimperne
	· Develop a ‘Homewatch’ scheme for the village, following discussions with welfare organisations

· Work with young people to establish the need for a youth club or similar and, if so, develop and implement the project

	Shaftesbury
	· Promote and encourage project which reduce rural isolation or social exclusion

· Support initiatives that provide opportunities for employment or recreation for people with long term physical or mental health problems to help them participate in rural community life

· Work together to support schemes that retain or provide new village services, eg rural post offices, pubs, village halls

· Encourage and support volunteering by establishing a volunteer register and provide training opportunities

· Promote and support community integration and citizenship with schools, organisations and groups providing advice within the community

· Encourage and support strong community involvement in planning

· Support objectives in the Wiltshire community plans of Mere & district, Five Rivers and Nadder Valley

· Seek membership of the South Wilts Strategic Alliance and endorsement of the Shaftesbury District Community Strategic Plan 

· Actively promote and support parish and other community-based plans in the Shaftesbury area

· Support villages in the Shaftesbury area to sustain village community facilities and services

· Work in partnership to investigate opportunities for a multi-purpose community building in Shaftesbury that would provide a range of social, cultural, economic and leisure activities

· Explore and develop a community website, using the skills of young people

· Work with young people to investigate the feasibility of a Youth Activity Centre in Shaftesbury youth club

· Work with young people to provide specialised leisure facilities for teenagers and young adults

· Support initiatives to improve the provision of day care and services for the elderly and vulnerable groups

· Promote the interest of older people in the area by supporting the development of the North Dorset Older People’s Forum

	Shroton
	· Work together to lobby NDDC to ensure new buildings blend in with type and style of current village structure

· Lobby to ensure new buildings are constructed on Ranston Farm or Manor Farm sites before using Green Field sites

· Form a village task force to assist with implementing actions within parish plan

· Support The Cricketers public house and ensure patronage to secure facility in the longer term

· Encourage wider support, maintenance and use of local Church by all residents

	South Tarrants
	· Work with the local public house to establish a parish lunch club

· Establish a Rushton Neighbourhood Watch scheme

· Establish a Crawford Neighbourhood Watch scheme

· Work in partnership to prepare a Village Design Statement

· Appoint a local heritage archivist to promote knowledge of local heritage

	Sturminster Newton
	· Work with young people to establish specific needs and develop projects/actions as a result of needs identified

	Tarrant Monkton & Launceston
	· Work together as a community to ensure responses to planning matters pay particular attention to maintaining the openness of the village Conservation area

· Ensure collective responses to planning matters pay particular attention to preserving the Church, village hall, telephone box, public house and other valued amenities


Profile of North Dorset – Learning & Knowledge
Dorset school pupils do well against national targets and have made steady progress over the last 5 years.  In 2003, 59.8% of Dorset’s secondary school pupils achieved 5 or more GCSE’s at C or above.  North Dorset has a significant proportion of people aged 16-60 years with poor literacy.  North Dorset is below the national average at 22% for those aged 16-60 with poor numerac.  The district has the lowest level of people aged 16-74 with no qualifications (25%).

Over the decade to 2012 the net increase in high skill level jobs is expected to be at about 8% in rural Dorset, with intermediate skills level jobs forecast to increase by 5%.  It is essential that the existing workforce receive training to allow them to meet employer’s requirements.  Almost all employment growth is expected to be among ‘white collar’ service sector jobs, especially caring and personal service occupations, leisure, business and other professionals.  Net decline is forecast for most skilled trades, administrative and clerical occupations.

Skills gaps are most common amongst elementary occupations, administrative, personal service occupations and sales/customer service staff.  Most skills gaps are for ‘soft skills’, such as communication skills, customer handling, team working and problem solving skills, with the main cause of gaps being lack of experience.

North Dorset suffers through very poor provision of adult education learning opportunities.  The community learning facilities that were previously supported have disappeared from the four main market towns, leaving only a new temporary facility at Stalbridge.  Most communities have identified issues around accessibility and timing as barriers preventing lifelong learning activities being undertaken.

Key Issues – Learning & Knowledge

The following is an extract from the Dorset Community Strategy:

· Encouraging active participation, sustaining quality, increasing access and strengthening Dorset’s cultural identity;

· Opening opportunities for people of all ages to extend their experience and confidence in learning and knowledge;

· Providing access to information and enabling greater participation and involvement through communication and technology;

· Developing the attributes and skills that encourage fun, competition and attainment of excellence and that foster creativity and craftsmanship;

· Providing advice and increasing understanding through information sharing, mentoring, self-help and support groups, volunteering and citizenship
The following is a summary of priority actions identified within the current local community plans and parish plans.
	Learning & Knowledge

	Ashmore
	· Create a plan to obtain an all-weather tennis court

	Charlton Marshall
	· Investigate the need and feasibility of providing Adult Education classes in Charlton Marshall

· Complete legal work to secure playing field site

· Set up project group to develop and implement sports field activities

· Identify volunteers and young people to assist in developing sports project

	DT11 – Blandford area
	· Support Blandford Forum Town Council in their negotiations with English Heritage and plans to refurbish the Grade 1 Listed Corn Exchange to create a cultural venue and focal point for civic events

· Create a working group to fund and oversee the creation of sports pitches and facilities on the land north of the Blandford bypass

· Audit pitch facilities across the area working closely with sports clubs to create a strategic picture of needs

· Create a Local Learning Plan that maps the demand for vocational and recreational learning across the DT11 area

	Gillingham
	· Encourage and promote performing and visual arts, and community arts projects

· Improve opportunities to enjoy cinema by support Moviola/Cinemobile

· Develop an arts forum for the area

· Develop a Gillingham & District Sports forum

· Support all efforts to improve provision for sport and encourage participation

· Support schemes to extend and improve sports coaching

· Encourage learning from cradle to grave

· Investigate the extend of the skills gap locally

· Support Community Learning in Gillingham and provide suitable premises for its expansion

· Encourage maintenance of village halls as a key resource in community learning

· Facilitate improved access to schools

	Hilton & Melcombe Horsey
	· Lobby DCC to move the catchment boundary to include whole of Parish into Dorchester pyramid at first school level resulting in availability of school transport, reducing dependency on private car

· Provide list of adult education opportunities available 

· Investigate opportunities to provide learning locally within parish on temporary/permanent basis

· Investigate opportunities to acquire computer-based learning packages for loan to residents at free or preferential rates

· Provide playing field for off-road play, with safe access via footpaths

· Investigate opportunities to utilise Milton Abbey School facilities by local community with inter-parish co-operation

· Investigate introduction of afternoon children’s cinema matinees

· Investigate and develop teenagers computer-gaming club and computer club for children in the parishes

	Iwerne Minster
	· Explore the feasibility of introducing ball courts, a basket ball hoop and skateboard facility to the village

	Lower Winterbornes
	· Provide updated equipment for younger youth and seating in Play park at Winterborne Kingston Recreation ground

· Provide a bike/skate park for older youth at Winterborne Kingston

· Identify and fence kick-about area for youth at Anderson and Winterborn Zelston

· Provide equipment for outdoor sports and encourage wider participation

	Marnhull
	· Village hall committee to consult on needs for indoor sports provision in village hall

· Investigate the possibility of residents making use of swimming pool at St Gregory’s School

· Investigate the possibility of a mobile cinema facility – Moviola and seek out volunteers

	Milton Abbas
	· Continue development of junior and senior teams

· Identify volunteers for coaching support

· Broaden base of membership to include fitness activities

· Maximise use of playing field, eg athletics, junior golf

· Work with swimming club, Milton Abbey school and NDDC to improve water based sport

· Renovate the pavilion

· Replace artificial cricket pitch

· Provide cricket nets

· Provide a new modular pavilion, renovate 2 grass tennis courts

· Organise adult education courses in the parish

	Motcombe
	· Encourage Education authority and Diocese to provide larger site for new primary school that includes on-site parking

· Ensure if new school is constructed, it is in the centre of the village

	Pimperne
	· Develop plans for an extension to Priory Sports Field by Sports Society

	Shaftesbury
	· Develop skills and knowledge base by providing access to learning at all levels and utilising local venues such as village halls

· Undertake a skills audit and needs assessment and develop a local/community learning plan

· Develop a town centre site for community learning

· Support the establishment of a community college for North Dorset to support/encourage lifelong learning by residents and businesses

· Work to develop local venues for training in rural areas

· Encourage and support mutually beneficial collaboration between schools and the wider community

· promote the development of an accreditation scheme for basic skills for young people leaving school without basic qualifications 

· support efforts to improve provision for sport and encourage participation, including provision of outdoor sports equipment

· promote an increase in the provision and quality of land available for sport

· support the improvements to Shaftesbury Swimming Pool

	South Tarrants
	· Investigate the feasibility of providing social and sporting activities for young people

· Provide a multi-surface sports area for young people

· Establish a new village sports group

· Set up a community computer drop-in centre

· Provide touring cinema through Moviola/Arts Reach

· Provide more opportunities for team games, beetle drives, etc

· Establish a natural history society through identifying interested volunteers

· Provide new educational classes at the Anne Biddlecombe Hall

	Sturminster Newton
	· Build on existing adult learning opportunities and develop new opportunities to improve skills

· Develop a community learning plan to identify existing and potential skills gaps

· Implement the learning plan for accredited and non-accredited learning as a way of filling gaps

· Develop a town centre site for a community learning centre – The Exchange

· Increase capacity for infant/junior education, wither through expansion of existing schools or through construction of new/additional school

· Provide improved careers and employment advice for all age groups


Profile of North Dorset – Safety and Health

Approximately 3,000 crimes were reported during 2003/04 by Dorset Police in the North Dorset area.  This amounts to a rate of 49 crimes per 1,000 population – below the level for the DCC area and under half the national average crime rate for England/Wales.  

Almost two-thirds of all crime in 2003/04 occurred in or close to the larger towns (Blandford, Gillingham & Shaftesbury).  This evidence suggests that crime in North Dorset is low.  Despite this, the public’s perception of crime is different and fear of crime remains an important issue for many residents in North Dorset. 

The district overall has a healthy environment.  People born in the district can expect to live around 3 years longer than people in the rest of the county.

North Dorset’s healthcare provision has been subjected to organisational revision over the past few years.  At the highest level the former Dorset NHS Health Authority has merged with the Somerset Health Authority to form the Somerset & Dorset Strategic Health Authority.  This is the Authority responsible for several trusts that deliver healthcare to people in North Dorset.  Each of the four trusts is responsible for health care and covers GP, acute health services, ambulance and mental health services.

The North Dorset area has no major hospitals and has to rely on hospitals in the adjoining areas such as Dorchester, Yeovil, Salisbury and Poole.  Three community hospitals service the area, including Blandford Community Hospital, Yeatmans Community Hospital (Sherborne) and the Westminster Memorial Hospital (Shaftesbury).  The community is served by 13 GP surgeries in the Primary Care Trust area, with 56 doctors.

Key Issues – Safety & Health

The following is an extract from the Dorset Community Strategy:

· Making communities safer, tackling crime and disorder, reducing fear and preventing victimisation;

· Preventing accidents, protecting public health, targeting support for all people at risk and increasing awareness;

· Providing access to health and social care services that appropriately respond to needs and promote the adoption of a healthy lifestyle that encourages physical activity and healthy eating;

· Reducing health inequalities by tackling underlying causes of poor health, preventing illness, providing treatment and support and by engaging communities and individuals;

· Improving understanding of safety and health in Dorset, through data sharing and research, information management, and by promoting needs and inequalities
The following is a summary of priority actions identified within the current local community plans and parish plans.
	Safety & Health

	Ashmore
	· Liaise with Local Authorities to ensure roads are maintained in good and safe condition

	Charlton Marshall
	· Research and identify dangerous junctions within the village and liaise with DCC to improve safety

· Set up meeting with DCC and Dorset Police to discuss issues of speeding through the village

· Liaise with Dorset Police to exchange information and discuss crime and safety issues with a view to encouraging local involvement in Homewatch scheme

	Child Okeford
	· Liaise with DCC and Dorset Police regarding traffic issues in the village and identify measures to address problems

	DT11 – Blandford area
	· Support individual parishes in their efforts to introduce traffic calming measures in key areas

· Support Blandford Local Action Group with its problem-solving approach to community safety issues

· Encourage the setting up/revitalisation of Homewatch in communities across the DT11 area

· Identify the locations of and reasons why there is a lack of NHS dentists in the Blandford area

	Gillingham
	· Support measures to establish a community hospital

· Support and promote strategies to enhance community safety

	Hilton & Melcombe Horsey
	· Research and disseminate responsibilities of appropriate organisations involved in transport services and road safety

· Provide grit bins and lobby to ensure DCC improve snow clearance and gritting of roads

· Reduce number, speed and size of vehicles through village and improve state of roads

	Iwerne Minster
	· Promote and develop a Neighbourhood Watch scheme

· Contact Dorset Policy to encourage more local patrols of the village

· Encourage the community to report suspicious activity to the Police

· Explore the possibility of introducing a prescription delivery service to the village from the Child Okeford surgery

· Parish council to investigate and agree traffic calming safety plan for the village in conjunction with DCC

	Lower Winterbornes
	· Tackle road safety issues with DCC and Dorset Police, including controlling speed, signage, exits to main roads and improved pedestrian routes

	Marnhull
	· Encourage residents to report crime when it occurs, including vandalism

· Develop better links between parish council and local police

· Investigate the possibility of traffic deflectors being installed at the end of New Street by the church yard wall

· Identify and report on improvements required to road surfaces in village

· Undertake research into traffic movements, including size of vehicles and frequency of movements

· Investigate need for introduction of 20mph limit through village using local research

	Milton Abbas
	· Study traffic calming measures, including 20mph

· Maintain active contact with Dorset Police

· Explore ‘driving with care’ communications

· Review feasibility of public car park with NDDC

· Encourage off-road parking

· Explore surgery car park extension

	Motcombe
	· Improve road markings including 30mph roundels

· Lobby to extend 30mph limits through the village

· Lobby to introduce 20mph limit in vicinity of school

· Discuss introduction of pinch points to reduce speeds

· Undertake traffic survey to establish issues

· Reduce heavy traffic using smaller roads through better signage

· Lobby to introduce mini-roundabout to reduce approaching traffic

· Provide additional street lighting to village

	Pimperne
	· Discuss traffic issues such as parking/speeding with DCC and Dorset Police and identify measures to address problems

	Shaftesbury
	· Work with community safety partnerships to encourage community involvement in community safety schemes such as Neighbourhood Watch and Rural Watch

· Develop and promote a network of healthy walks in the town and in the villages

· Support initiatives of Primary Care Trusts to improve and integrate healthcare services, particularly in the rural areas of Shaftesbury district

· Support initiatives, particularly with young people/those on low incomes to promote healthy eating projects

	Shroton
	· Discuss introduction of speed limit through the village with DCC and Dorset Police

	South Tarrants
	· Address fear of safety on rural roads through identifying local problems and liaising with Dorset Police to address issues

· Investigate traffic calming measures on Crawford and Langton Long road

· Lobby to reduce speed limits through Rushton

	Sturminster Newton
	· Investigate opportunities to reduce traffic through Sturminster Newton by using signage to encourage use of alternative routes

· Reduce peak time traffic through introduction of school travel plans

· Slow down traffic through the town using a range of measures

· Reduce heavy traffic movements through the town by relocation of large traffic generators

· Consider how traffic on the A357 can be reduced

	Tarrant Monkton & Launceston
	· Liaise with senior Police officers to advise of local concerns over policing and seek improvements

· Contact those responsible for Homewatch to ensure it is effective and raise awareness of the scheme with residents

· Take measures to prevent people receiving electric shocks from unguarded/unmarked electric fences


Profile of North Dorset – Economy 
75% of businesses in North Dorset employ fewer than five people and these account for 16% of the total employment.  North Dorset has 2,580 VAT-registered firms.  The total number of people in employment in 2002 was 22,100.

The breakdown of employment by business sector within the district is as follows:

Public administration, education and health

28%

Construction





5%

Distribution, hotel and restaurant


24%

Transport & Communications



3%

Manufacturing





15%

Agriculture, forestry, fishing



3%

Banking, finance and insurance


15%

Energy & Water




1%

Other service industries



6%

Average earnings are low in North Dorset at £412 per week, 13% below the national average.  Unemployment is low at 0.7%.

North Dorset suffers from a net commuting loss of -3,030, with more out-commuters than in-commuters.  Over the decade to 2001 the number commuting into North Dorset has doubled.

Projected employment growth for most of North Dorset matches regional/national forecasts, but is marginally lower than that of the more urban parts of Dorset County.

High skill-level occupations are forecast to increase strongly, with further growth in intermediate level occupations.  Low skill level occupations are expected to decline, in line with national trends.

Across North Dorset there is a fair supply of employment premises and sites but there is evidence that growth of existing businesses is becoming severely restricted.  Re-use of existing agricultural buildings is assisting in the diversification of the rural economy.  Take-up of office space has been reasonable but the improvements in access to broadband will encourage high tech businesses and promote the expansion of the rural economy.

Land needs to be available and attractive to the market.  26 hectares of land had been developed for employment use between 1994 and 2003, with 62% built in the market towns and 38% in the villages and countryside.

Key Issues and Actions – Economy

The following are extracts from the Dorset Community Strategy:

· Sustainable Development – Encouraging a lasting prosperity that is mutually beneficial to the social, economic and environmental well-being of Dorset and that recognises new and existing sectors;

· Skills & Workforce Development – Supporting innovation and workforce development that will equip people with the skills and adaptability needed to work and compete in a modern economic environment;

· Resources, Communications and Infrastructure – Developing and improving the physical, intellectual and financial resources that drive forward economic expansion and widen opportunities for growth;

·  Coastal & Rural Towns & Countryside – Maintaining the viability and vitality of rural areas and local centres to sustain the distinctive quality and characteristics found in Dorset today;

· Economic Inclusion and Regeneration – Unlocking the potential of individuals and communities through neighbourhood renewal, working together, learning and sharing

The following is a summary of priority actions identified within the current local community plans and parish plans.

	Economy Theme

	Ashmore
	· Ensure robust planning and development review process within the Parish Council

· Ensure all development is in keeping with the environment of the village

· In conjunction with major supermarkets examine the potential for a village shop

	Child Okeford & Hanford
	· Support and encourage appropriate mixed use development that creates job opportunities locally

· Ensure that parish adopts a policy of modest and steady growth in the population and lobby NDDC to ensure this happens with new development

	DT11 – Blandford area
	· Develop a range of local shopping events to encourage residents and visitors to use the town for their shopping needs

· Support the production of a town guide

· Closely monitor the Hall & Woodhouse redevelopment plans – particularly in relation to retail provision to ensure threats to Blandford town shops are minimised

· Identify village shops and pubs that area at risk of closure and support campaigns to keep them open

· Explore ways to support and maintain a visitor information centre in Blandford

· Explore ways to leverage existing tourist attractions/themes/events in the area for increased local benefit

· Support the expansion of the Sunrise Business Forum

· Encourage links between the Chamber of Commerce and Business Forum

	Gillingham
	· Encourage attractive business parks

· Promote the area through business fairs and other similar events

· Encourage inward investment

· Support the establishment of a one-stop-shop for business support/advice/information

· Support the increasing trend towards home-working

· Encourage creative and imaginative industries to local in the area

· Retain well-qualified young people through appropriate job opportunities

· Influence the Local Development Framework

· Create an environment where SME’s can flourish

· Encourage Tourism and promote the Gillingham area as a gateway to better know tourist destinations

· Encourage the provision of quality tourist accommodation

· Encourage the provision of more extensive pre-school child care facilities to enable parents to work

· Incorporate workshop/office/social enterprise units into the new multi-use community building

· Support the Hidden Dorset project

· Develop a Design Statement for the town

· Develop pro-active planning strategies 

· Encourage sustainable buildings – design, materials, energy efficiency

· Support strategies for reducing food miles

· Work towards establishing a community college for North Dorset, embracing training provision and extensive opportunities for lifelong learning

· Investigate the extent of the skills gap locally

· Engage in an ongoing constructive business/community partnership

	Hilton & Melcombe Horsey
	· Encourage small-scale low-impact business development which can provide local employing using the local planning system

· Support existing local businesses by publishing a Directory of Local businesses

	Iwerne Minster
	· Encourage the planning authorities to give longer notice regarding planning applications

· Encourage local residents to make maximum use of local facilities to ensure long-term business well-being

	Marnhull
	· Lobby to ensure village retains is existing character 

· Lobby to ensure no building takes place on green field sites

· Investigate feasibility of setting up a village working party to prepare a future development strategy for the village

	Milton Abbas
	· Publish a local business directory

· Explore joint business marketing schemes

· Investigate the potential of a craft/visitor/interpretation centre locally

· Encourage business premises marketing support 

· Research the scope for branded merchandise/literature

· Investigate the local delivery of training programmes

· Carry out study of Street cottage extensions and develop guidelines

· Examine scope for driveway improvements

	Motcombe
	· Parish Council to encourage change of designation on Case’s Site from employment only to mixed use

· NDDC to ensure developer contributions are secured to provide new village amenities

· District and parish council to support initiatives proposed in Rural White Paper aimed at supporting farm diversification

	Pimperne
	· Provide all relevant authorities with a copy of the parish plan to ensure that local wishes are considered when deciding upon matters affecting the village

	Shaftesbury
	· Create an environment where small and medium enterprises can flourish and facilitate growth and expansion of existing businesses

· Promote the area through marketing and events, eg business fairs, in order to attract other businesses to relocate/start up in the area and encourage inward investment

· Encourage the retention and development of major local commercial sectors such as food and drink, tourism, building construction and retail

· Encourage provision of new workspace and improve attractiveness of existing commercial and industrial areas

· Encourage local business support services and targeted training initiatives such as employer engagement programmes

· Promote opportunities for specialist advice for social enterprises and community businesses in Shaftesbury District by developing a local Business Skills network

· Support the increasing trend towards home working

· Support and encourage the establishment of a credit union

· Encourage a wide variety of independent retail outlets in the town centre

· Investigate the impact of the new supermarket on independent traders in the town

· Promote forums and working parties to co-ordinate joint efforts re economic development in the Shaftesbury area across the main business sectors

· Promote a comprehensive strategy for car parking, including disabled parking, to support town centre retailers, visitors and residents in Shaftesbury

· Develop a register of local business skills and training needs

· Improve the marketing of rural businesses and enterprises

· Encourage adequate car parking in appropriate locations of visitors, but with regard to the visual amenity historic context of the town

· Promote Shaftesbury as a gateway town for the Blackmore Vale, Dorset and Cranborne Chase AONB’s and nearby tourist attractions

· Encourage greater provision of quality tourism accommodation in the town

· Support the Hidden Dorset project

· Encourage and promote local festivals in the town and surrounding villages

· Improve the quality and level of local signage for tourist attractions

· Promote research into the opportunities to develop farm-based tourism, to support agricultural diversification and green tourism

· Encourage the development of self-catering accommodation and more camping/caravan sites in the Shaftesbury area

· Improve the perception of Shaftesbury as a visitor friendly town through improved facilities and marketing, eg car parking, toilets

· Encourage sustainable or ‘green’ tourism in the countryside

· Encourage farm diversification into other food products including organic foods

· Support the re-use of redundant farm buildings for rural businesses

· Promote sustainable and organic food production

· Support the development of farmers market in Shaftesbury and farm shops locally

· Promote local produce as part of ‘think global each local’

· Undertake a skills audit and needs assessment and development a local learning plan

· Support the establishment of a community college for North Dorset to support/encourage lifelong learning by residents and businesses

· Promote new businesses that will retain and attract local qualified people

· Support strategies to reduce food miles

· Support the campaign to have Shaftesbury designated as a Fairtrade Town

· Work with public sector organisations at a strategic level to ensure all future developments involve integration of land-use planning and transport

	South Tarrants
	· Investigate the possibility of a community shop/farmers market

· Promote appropriate small-scale tourism

	Sturminster Newton
	· Grow and expand existing local businesses through continuing business support and provision of workspace and encourage suitable new businesses to locate in the area, particularly by promoting business clusters

· Promote a food and drink based cluster, eg at Rolls Mill Business Park

· Promote rapid occupation of non-supermarket retail units at the former livestock site

· Promote tourism, particularly low impact, sustainable tourism

· Expand the local building crafts sector

· Encourage home working and expand e-commerce in industry, business and retail

· Provide for and encourage the expansion of media and communications industries

· Create small-scale units to be used as workshops/offices, perhaps at Butts Pond Industrial Estate

· Promote the retail role of the town by developing the market activities and facilities

· Provide improved careers advice for all

· Provide improved/more extensive child care facilities for per-school children so that parents have the opportunity to work

· Build on existing adult learning opportunities available/possible at schools, LearnDirect, Dorset Centre for Rural Studies and Community Learning Centre

· Carry out an audit to identify existing and potential skills/knowledge gaps

· Develop and implement a local Learning Plan for accredited and non-accredited learning as a way of filling the gaps.

· Plan ahead and liaise with regional government, Dorset County Council, North Dorset District Council and developers on planning issues to ensure that land-use and transport are well integrated

· Investigate the viability of educational tourism accommodation in the area, and, if appropriate encourage its development

	Tarrant Monkton & Launceston
	· Closely monitor any proposed growth or additional activities at the Dorset Steam Fair site


 Profile of North Dorset – Environment 
North Dorset has an attractive natural environment and its natural and historic built environment is one of its greatest assets.  Almost 48% of the land area is subject to environmental designations.  However, the quality of the environment can create pressure as the attraction of quality of life encourages people to the area to work or retire.

North Dorset’s high environmental quality brings many economic benefits.  The strong influence that farming and agricultural related jobs have on landscape management is important in attracting tourists to the area.

The high chalkland country is an open landscape with panoramic views to the Isle of Wight and Purbeck Hills in the south and to the Mendips in the north.  The downs are not all open chalkland, with ancient oak and beech woods, particularly in the are south of Bulbarrow and on the Chase.

The Blackmore Vale is quite different to other parts of the district with is undulating clay vale, drained by the River Stour and dense network of tributaries.  The area is typified by a mosaic of pastures, scattered villages and small woodlands.

Key Issues – Environment

The following is an extract from the Dorset Community Strategy:

· Protecting and enhancing the diversity and richness of the rural and natural environment for the benefit of people and wildlife;

· Encouraging efficient use of natural resources to meet sustainability needs of Dorset today and into the future;

· Dealing with an ever-increasing volume of waste in a way that supports reduction, re-use and recycling of materials and promotes prudent use of waste resources;

· Promoting and valuing the unique character of the built environment and cultural heritage;

· Safeguarding Dorset and the wider environment against pollution, erosion and damage from human activities.

The following is a summary of priority actions identified within the current local community plans and parish plans.

	Environment

	Ashmore
	· Develop a policy with District authorities for more regular street cleaning

· Arrange for the introduction of serviced litter bins

· Create awareness of the need to protect grass verges – target farm workers, tractor drivers, builders, oil and materials delivery firms

	Charlton Marshall
	· Set up a meeting of the Trailway interest group to look at developing the trailway to Blandford

· Ensure that signage on the trailway route is clear at points where dog bins exist

· Investigate the feasibility of producing a design statement for the parish to include landscaping, open spaces, access, land use and conservation

· Ensure dissemination of information on proposals for a bypass for the village

· Discuss potential for a bridge over the river to create a link 

· Provide additional dog waste bins where required

	DT11 – Blandford area
	· Campaign to speed up land deals required in order to join up the missing links in the trailway

· Support fundraising for repairs to St Peter and Paul Church, Blandford as a landmark building for the town

· Explore ways of supporting the rural historic churches in the area through recreational/ tourism/cultural campaigns

· Investigate environmental improvements required at Stour Meadows and develop an action plan

	Gillingham
	· Develop schemes to preserve and enhance Gillingham’s heritage sites, including Town Bridge and Kings Court Palace

· Support the replanting of the Royal Forest

· Ensure that Gillingham satisfies the ‘dog walking test’, all residents having close and convenient access to open space suitable for walking a dog

· Develop a network of river walks/paths which are interconnected and separated from traffic

· Link open spaces through Local Nature Reserve scheme

· Undertake an audit of Open Spaces

· Produce management plans for open spaces designated as public amenities

· Seek to bring key open spaces into community ownership

· Promote the gateway concept

· Development a community orchard

· Support Neal’s Yard in the provision of a Community garden

· Encourage recycling by working with NDDC

· Encourage sustainable building design, materials, energy efficiency

· Develop a network of healthy walks

	Hilton & Melcombe Horsey
	· Undertake consultation with local people on footpath and bridleway links between villages

· Lobby MOD to reduce high level of disturbance due to low-flying aircraft

· Establish an environmental group to promote renewable energy, better recycling, sewage disposal improvements.  Seek ways to improve animal hygiene and litter problems

· Establish countryside task force to help maintain countryside features including ponds and water-courses, footpaths and bridleways

· Foster care and interest in the cultural heritage of the local area and assist in maintaining countryside features

	Iwerne Minster
	· Develop a set of guidelines for future development and to use as planning guidance – Village Design Statement – to include landscape assessment, historic and economic needs and highways

· Lobby for an increase in the frequency of recycling service from NDDC

· Encourage all residents to pick up litter and maintain own hedgerows and paths

· Seek local sponsorship for provision of location maps

	Lower Winterbornes
	· Provision of more benches in public places

· Plant more trees in public spaces

· Produce a flood plan and discuss improvements with NDDC and Environment Agency

· Provide additional bins for litter and dog mess

· Provide village decorative signs

· Undertake improvements to Winterborne Kingston cemetery, including replanting hedge and provision of water tap

· Prepare Village Design Statement to guide future developments within the villages

	Marnhull
	· Encourage the reporting of all instances of air pollution, fly infestation and road much to ensure immediate action is taken to address

· Parish council to promote clean up days and provide safety equipment

· Parish council to pursue persistent offenders of dog fouling in public places

· Seek NDDC assistance in providing kerbside recycling to encourage more residents to recycle

· Investigate the feasibility of setting up a pond to make a wildlife centre in the village

· Develop a range of footpath maps and identify funds to implement

	Motcombe
	· Highways Authority and District Council Tree Officer to work together to ensure public safety and preserve The Hollow

· Lobby NDDC to ensure preservation of The Hollow as a planning consideration when approving applications for new development

· Promote the local Design Statement as planning guidance for future development

· PC to approach landowners and the Woodland Trust to provide are for limited car parking adjacent to Frog Lane Farm with interpretation boards for walkers

	Pimperne
	· Undertake improvements to the stream area in the village

· Develop a footpath map and walks leaflet

· Undertake improvements to the Chestnut Tree area

	Shaftesbury
	· Support schemes promoted by the District/County Councils to promote waste recycling by residents and businesses in the Shaftesbury area

· Support the development of social enterprises engaged in recycling and community composting

· Support the development of renewable energy projects that do not have a detrimental effect on the quality of the countryside

· Encourage sustainable design, and the use of ‘green’ building techniques and materials

· Investigate locations for a green burial site

· Promote local road improvements that create attractive landscape features as gateways to towns and villages

· Support the preparation of footpath maps and the promotion of circular walks linking town with countryside

· Encourage appropriate and improved car parking near important open spaces to encourage countryside access, including disabled access

· Support opportunities to bring key open spaces into community ownership

· Campaign to protect existing open spaces and playing fields from residential development where possible

· Support the NDDC audit of open space and undertake local survey of open space in the Shaftesbury area to provide comprehensive audit

· Investigate options for sites for new allotments in Shaftesbury

· Encourage the creation and maintenance of high quality green spaces and parks within new developments in towns and villages

· Seek ways to influence future town plans to protect local heritage sites

· Support schemes that reduce unnecessary traffic in Shaftesbury that is detrimental to the historic fabric, through diversionary signs and education

· Encourage schemes which enable wheelchair accessible footpaths and cycleways to heritage sites in the town

· Undertake a full townscape and landscape assessment of Shaftesbury

· Support schemes to enhance and increase awareness of heritage sites and their settings including those using virtual technology

· Support the initiative on shop fronts in Shaftesbury promoted by the Shaftesbury Civic Society and Chamber of Commerce

	South Tarrants
	· Improve information about recycling 

· Increase recycling facilities in the local area and the frequency of collection

· Provide signs for village circular walks

· Increase planning of trees and hedges using native species

· Promote efficient energy use

· Reduce litter and dog fouling

	Sturminster Newton
	· Explore opportunities for renewable energy development and reclamation of materials

· Identify local environmental initiatives using the Open Spaces Group

	Tarrant Monkton & Launceston
	· Develop an architectural design brief to guide future development within the parishes

· Develop proposals for a village green on the public land adjacent to the Splash.  Determine possible sources of funding and develop preliminary scheme for consultation

· Contact army authorities at Blandford Camp to establish practicality of making a public pathway to Blandford

· Monitor sources of noise and take pro-active action to  minimise effects of any nuisance

· Liaise with NDDC to establish regulations on night noise
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