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Local Boost for Rural Tourism 

On 22nd May, South West Tourism & South West Chamber of Rural Enterprise launched the Rural Tourism Strategy for the region. This Strategy recognises the increasing importance that “Rural Tourism” provides in the South West economy. It is estimated to be worth £1.6 billion pounds representing some 19% of the “staying visitor” income. 

The main characteristics of Rural Tourism are:-

· Higher Quality Accommodation

· Gives Tranquility

· Supplement Other Incomes, e.g. Farming Income

Devon Heartlands & Dartmoor Railway are seeking to develop the rural tourism in the Okehampton area by producing a Green Transport Plan, minimising car usage & maximising the benefits from creating a Passenger Interchange Facility at Yeoford Station, which would link with the Tarka Line. Dartmoor Railway’s has finalised the details of a lease with Network Rail & its plans are with the Strategic Rail Authority for their endorsement. 
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Both Dartmoor Railway & Devon Heartlands are members of informal group, whose aim is to raise awareness of the exceptional natural & historic heritage contained within the Old Okehampton Deer Park. This ranges from industrial heritage Aplite Quarry, Meldon viaduct, Old Glassworks through to contrasting moorland scenery produced through decades of dedicated farming. 

The Group want to protect, conserve, educate & enhance the environment through working with locals, developing land management plans, managing access & improved educational resources.
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The first output has been the production by Dartmoor National Park Authority of a Meldon Walk Booklet (available through tourism outlets) & the creation of web-based Case Studies providing detailed information on wildlife, geology, flora, etc. This can be accessed on www.dartmoor-npa.gov.uk .

Dartmoor Railway & West of England Transport Society has asked Devon Heartlands to undertake a Local Rural Tourism Study, which will help the development of future plans. This will be completed in the Autumn, subject to Devon Heartlands securing the balance of funds for the Project.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Your Community Voice is heard:-

If you doubted that your voice can heard take heart because recent evidence of issues raised through the Devon Heartlands Community Forum & with Local Councillors can be successfully resolved:-

· Improved Bus Service Exeter-Okehampton

· Re-instatement of Signage on A30 Whiddon Down interchange

· Retained the Doctor’s Surgery in North Tawton

WEST DEVON Local Strategic Partnership – want to hear the Communities views on what their community needs & service requirements are. One link is through the Heartlands Forum & Management Team. 

Making Assets Work

The Quirk Review – May 2007
In his report Barry Quirk, the local government ‘efficiency champion’, provides encouragement to can-do town halls and community groups

· Encourages can do attitude

· No substantive barriers

· Risks can be managed

· Benefits outweigh the risks

DTA comments that true Partnership working is the way forward & the Community Assets Fund (£30m) to be launched in the Autumn should provide impetus.

The Quirk Review is completely in line with the Government’s thinking contained in the recent White Paper on Local Government. One of the strands in the White Paper is “Strengthening Communities”, part of which is encouraging “Asset Transfer” from local authorities to Communities to own & manage.
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Can you think of a local asset which is owned by the Local Authorities by is disused, but could be a real community asset, say providing a Learning Resource Centre & perhaps a new enhanced library or an Arts & Heritage Centre? 

DEVELOPMENT TRUST ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE
COMES TO OKEHAMPTON

Devon Heartlands is delighted that the SW DTA Annual Conference will be held in Okehampton, this June. Members of the 67 Development Trusts in the south west will make tracks to Okehampton for a 2-day conference. 
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It will be hosted by Dartmoor Railway for a special evening event followed up by a full day's conference 

at the Ockment Community Centre.

The Conference will feature presentations from Stephen Sears - ECT CIC; Steve Wyler - Director DTA; & Steve Lawton - Tidworth Development Trust plus workshops. In addition it will provide an opportunity to learn from the experiences of other Development Trusts too.

EX20 LOTTERY

In the six years since it was originally started in August 2000, your local lottery has distributed over £75,000 to various organisations throughout the EX20 Post Code district. This includes projects in Belstone; Bridestowe; Exbourne; Hatherleigh; Meeth; Northlew; North Tawton; Okehampton; Sampford Courtenay, Sourton, South Zeal; Sticklepath & Whiddon Down. Meanwhile over this period the Lottery has paid out some £55,000 to its lucky winners of the Weekly Draw.

The range of activities is numerous & the Lottery looks at a diverse range of areas to assist. However they can only do this & help our community if we support them. To get further information please contact Okehampton Town Council Offices & they will pass the enquiry on or ring the Lottery Promoter on 01837 52350

If you want to e-mail an Enquiry please do so to us at Devon Heartlands & we will forward it to the Lottery Promoter.  

FORUM VICE CHAIR

At the May meeting Philip Wagstaff was elected. Philip has been involved throughout initially leading the Okehampton Locality Group. Apart from his Faith work, he has been an active member with particular interest in local Youth Projects, Dartmoor Railway & Okehampton Moving Pictures. 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Devon Heartlands has received copies of the following main documents:-

· Sustainable Community Strategy for the Borough of West Devon 

· Housing Strategy for the Borough of West Devon

· Devon Rural Strategy 2007 

In addition we have precise reports covering the Quirk Review & the Local Government White Paper.

Getting Involved with 

Devon Heartlands

FREE SEMINAR

How communities engage with their local councils and get things done is something that Devon Heartlands has been working on for some time and on the 14th June there will be a free Seminar in Okehampton to look at how to do this in detail. The Seminar is being hosted by our partners from the Devon Towns Forum with top ranking speakers and presentations from around the County including examples of our work in West Devon. If you would like to attend the Seminar please contact Devon Heartlands on 01837 659991 or 01805 624874 to reserve your place. You can also book on line or e-mail info@devonheartlands.co.uk or Visit www.devonheartlands.co.uk 
MONTHLY COMMUNITY FORUM – OPEN TO ALL

The first Wednesday of each Month at the Ockment Centre starting at 2.00 p.m. Devon Heartlands holds its Community Forum. The Forum covers a range of issues & updates on Local Projects, but provides an opportunity for local people to have an input & to raise their own issues too. 

HOW TO GET IN CONTACT WITH DEVON HEARTLANDS ?

Contact the Devon Heartlands Community Development Trust

C/o  Okehampton Town Council Offices,

1, Fore Street,

Okehampton, 

Devon EX20 1AA.

Tel (01837) 65991  

or  e-mail  info@devonheartlands.co.uk
Or visit Website at   http://www.devonheartlands.co.uk
ALSO we are in North Tawton every Tuesday morning at 

North Tawton Environmental Trusts office, 

The Depot, Devonshire Gardens 

YOUR NEXT COMMUNITY FORUM ON WEDNESDAY 4th JULY IN THE OCKMENT CENTRE AT 2.00 p.m.    OPEN TO ALL
