DEVON HEARTLANDS COMMUNITY FORUM - Meeting No.14 

– Wednesday 7th November  2007 at The Ockment Centre

1.Present:-; Bob Dunnett; Nick Morgan; David Weeks; Jeff Gill; Paul Delahoy; Louise Hawkins; Mike Morse; Christine Marsh; Philip Wagstaff; Ann Crawford; Ken Crawford; John Young; Hannah Freeland; Cath Douglas-Wallis; Don Bent; Robert Plumb; Ewen Rae;

Apologies: - John Love; Stuart Farmer; Steve Blood; Chris Blood; Karen Nolan; Hyder Pirwany; Sonia Burgess; Derek Webber;
2. Matters Arising 

2.1 Okehampton Mill – See Section 5 below
2.2 Whiddon Down A30 Interchange.

The new inter-change on the A30 at Whiddon Down has not resolved safety & access issues through to North Tawton, especially for HGV. The HGV’s have to negotiate a very tight right turn in Whiddon Down onto the North Tawton road & in recent years there has been 2 fatalities between there & the bridge over A30. This bridge does not provide access onto or from the A30. 

The fact that this poor access issue has not been addressed during the re-modelling of the A30 Inter-change raises concerns in North Tawton that one of its major employers (Road Haulage Company) may move away from the town. This would adversely affect the local economy. 

The meeting agreed to invite SW Highways & DCC Highways representative to the Forum to discuss this issue. 

Action 14-01 – Cllr Marsh to follow this up through DCC.
2.3 Broad Leafed Trees
The Forum expressed its concern over the continuing erosion of Broad-Leafed trees in the area. OTC has written to WDBC’s Tree Officer seeking clarification of the policy on this subject, & will keep the Forum informed. Meantime it was agreed that we should contact local Organisations & Groups to seek their opinions, support & suggestions as to how we can progress this topic.
Action 14-02 – Write to SW Forest; Woodland Trust & local environmental organisation - Ewen.
3. Community Issues Raised

3.1 Ockment Centre Future
Devon Heartlands has written to the Ockment Centre offering its support to this vital community asset. 
The report in the newspaper that the Children Centre will be based at the new primary school & not use the Ockment Centre was incorrect. It is the intention that until the new Primary School is built the Childrens Centre will use the Ockment Centre. 

The roof is in need of urgent repair, which is expensive & will involve the closure of the Ockment Centre.

DCC recognise the importance to the local community & are making new proposals to the Trustees of the Ockment Centre. 
This would be an ideal Community Asset to transfer into community ownership in accordance with the recommendations of the Quirk Report & the Local Government White Paper. 
3.2 WD LSP Housing Sub Group
Devon Heartlands is a member of the Sub Group & any questions for the Group re delivery of the Housing Strategy should be sent to Ewen at the Devon Heartlands office by Monday 19th November.
Note:- Senior Council has been invited to a DCC Housing Meeting in November too.

4.  OKEHAMPTON CASTLE HOSPITAL SITE REDEVELOPMENT

Louise Hawkins – CDO Adult & Community Services of Devon County Council explained that the objective is simply to validate what services should be provided in the community space set already allocated within the new Development Plan produced by The Guinness Trust. 

The community space is limited & based on the ground floor adjacent to the catering facilities. It is envisaged that services complement the primary use (elderly people) & have close links with the Primary Care Trust. The comments & suggestions made included:-

· Adult Drop In Centre

· Accessible to the Community as a whole, that is not just residents.

· Catering should provide fresh cooked food, e.g. not microwave meals

· Facilitate a subsidised weekly Luncheon Club, providing both socialising opportunities & an informal contact with social service staff.

· Provide links with  & for the residents of the Glenn, in the building  opposite

· Computer & Internet Access 

· Provide opportunities for inter-generational activities, links with Okehampton College & Room 13 Youth Café. 

In addition consideration should be given to transport issues as the hospital site is accessed by a long narrow road, albeit level walking. 

Louise welcomed the suggestion that Devon Heartlands are kept in touch with developments and act as a sounding board or consultee through their community forum and local activities.

Action 14-04:  Louise will contact Devon Heartlands with some follow up issues in the near future and would welcome all comments & suggestions, she can be contacted by phone 01392 384186 or by e-mail louise.hawkins@devon.gov.uk. - Everyone
5.  Update on Main Projects

5.1  Okehampton Mill 
The WDBC’s Environment & Community Committee met in October to consider the way forward for the re-development of the site. There were two proposals for Vocational Training projects short-listed & after lengthy & full debate within the Committee, the Committee selected the community based proposal put forward by Devon Heartlands. WDBC has invited Devon Heartlands to work up fully costed proposal to be presented to the Committee in March 2008. 

Devon Heartlands were delighted to be invited to take this project forward & after clarification of some detail will be reporting back to the Mill Group, so that a plan & lead partners can be agreed. There will be a need to secure funding for this Feasibility study. This could include a contribution from the EDF Green Energy Fund. 
5.2  North Tawton Park Project
The Project is now at the funding ready stage & will be making an application to the Big Lottery shortly. The proposed plan (in 4 stages) has been approved by North Tawton Town Council, who is the trustees for the park.

WDBC has allocated £5,000 towards the cost of the skateboard facility.
5.3 Dartmoor Railway Development Programme

A successful Diesel Gala week-end was held in October attracting a similar number of week-end visitors as in 2006, despite changes in the dates. This was good for the local economy. Perhaps the most significant event was that Dartmoor Railway ran its first train to Exeter on a Saturday. This demonstrated that ability to provide such a service. 

The next excursion from Okehampton is trip to London Waterloo on Saturday 8th December. For further details contact Past – Time Railways on 

The situation at Yeoford is as previously reported. Whilst Dartmoor Railway is still reviewing the impact of the reduced land available for the potential Okehampton East Station at the Exeter Road site. 
A Forum Member is acquainted with Mr Parry of Parry People Movers (a light railway provider), who has visited the line & believes that it is ideal for light railway solution. This could include extending past Meldon. 
5.4 Green Tourism Project
A joined up transport project connecting Dartmnoor Railway with the town & other local attractions. This is very much dependent upon the establishment of a passenger inter-change facility at Yeoford by Dartmoor Railway.
6. Updates and Feedback from Meetings 
6.1 Devon Rural Network CRAG 
This Group gives advice to Local policy makers about potential impact on the rural community & delivery of services to it. Their recent focus has been upon the serious impact on service provision in the event that Exeter is granted “Unitary” status. 
6.2 Senior Council of Devon

The open meeting on 1st November formally agreed to form an Okehampton Area Group. The meeting was attended by 16 members of the public, with a further 20 registering their interest. The next meeting is being held on 21st November.
Three members of the Group have been nominated to represent the Group at the Shadow Senior Council for Devon, which is the interim Steering Committee. 

They are looking for a suitable drop in facility in the centre of Okehampton & are exploring Room 13. This would provide a connection between the young & older people in the community.

7. A.O.B. 
7.1 Post Office Closures

The WDBC T & F Group reviewing Post Office services in the area has real concerns that Post Offices services in the borough will be more seriously hit by the impact of proposed closure programme than other areas. This is despite a Government pledge that 95% of people living in the rural community will be within 3 miles of a Post Office. It is estimated that 18% of post offices will be closed that is approximately 60 in Devon, however some may be replaced by outreach offices (for example Sticklepath), which are run from a Core Post Office (e.g. Okehampton). However evidence to date suggests that such operations are loss making, therefore economic necessity will inevitably lead to their closure, unless a long term subsidy programme is established. 

It was agreed that the Forum would like to understand more about implications of the current review & we should invite Postwatch to our Forum in January. 

Action 14-03  Invite Postwatch to discuss PO service provision at  our January Forum - Ewen 
7.2  Open Spaces

The report on North Tawton Park Project sparked off discussions re the provision of open space in the area generally. It was agreed that this should be included on the Agenda for future Forum meetings. 
7.3  EDF Green Energy Fund

This fund may assist funding of projects & it was proposed that an EDF representative could be invited to discuss the Fund & the application process.

8.  Date of Next Meeting   Wednesday 5rd December  2.00 p.m. at the Ockment Centre 

