Minutes
Housing Strategy Sub-Group 16th February 2010
Attendees:

Debbie Bird



Housing Strategy & Policy Officer West Devon BC

John Packer



Affordable Housing Champion West Devon BC

Drew Powell
Divisional Environmental Health Officer West Devon BC

Janice Goodwin


Tavistock Children’s Centre

Jean Peters



West Devon Homes


Kerry Hepworth


South West Devon Learning Disability Team
Margaret Conkey


Care & Repair

Tony Siddall



Senior Council for Tavistock/ TAVi
Phil Markham


Dartmoor National Park

Sue Hitchcock
Rural Housing Enabler Community Council of Devon

Margaret Woollacott
Okehampton Senior Council & West Okement Friends and Neighbours Association

Colin Warne
Chairman Southern Link Committee & Lifton Parish Council

Ewen Rae

Devon Heartlands

Wendy Stones

Dartmoor Forest Parish Council

Apologies:

Isabel Blake

Housing Advice Team Leader West Devon BC

Jim Burdus

Environmental Health Officer, West Devon BC

Mary-Bridget Flynn-Samuels
Young Devon
Steven Caddy

Hatherleigh Town Council
Tina Henry

Devon PCT
Minutes of Meeting 19th November 2009
Minutes agreed.
State of the Market Report

July – September report circulated. A further report covering October-December will be produced by the end of March.
Affordability is still a key issue and there are conflicting forecasts for the economy, although most agree that 2010 will continue to be difficult.

A private sector housing element to the report is being added and will be developed from April. A new Enhanced Housing Co-ordinator is now in post for Devon to co-ordinate improving access to the private rented sector across the county and it is hoped she will be able to contribute to the evidence base.

A reminder that feedback is welcome as we are constantly looking to improve the information available in the report.

Devon Home Choice

Devon Home Choice went live on the 6th January in West Devon. So far five authorities in Devon are live with the remainder due by the end of March despite some delays.
All clients were re-registered, many choosing to register on-line. Paper applications are available as is assistance with the completion of an application for anyone who is vulnerable or having difficulties.

The Housing Register has reduced to just over 800 applicants from around 2,000. This is to be expected as a review had not been done for some time. It is anticipated that this number will increase over time.

There have been some initial issues, which are being addressed through the partnership and any feedback from the group on their experiences would be welcome.

It is important that vulnerable people are not excluded from the process. Kerry Hepworth reported no problems amongst her own client group – learning disability. There is currently an assisted list; anyone who needs help can register and Council Officers can bid on properties on behalf of clients in accordance with agreed parameters. There is an action in the Housing Strategy update to review Devon Home Choice after 6 months to ensure that vulnerable people are bidding.

Draft Housing Strategy Update and Action Plan

The draft was circulated and looked at in detail.

The group was reminded that a full refresh has been delayed until next year due to the uncertainties over LGR, the upcoming general election and shared services which may result in a joint strategy with South Hams from 2011; actions will still reflect local needs.

The priorities therefore remain the same for this year. Up to date evidence and information is provided in the document with a table of performance against the previous 12 months actions and a new action plan for 2010/11. Some figures are missing as they will not be available until after the end of March but as our  information is up to date as at the end of December there are not likely to be any changes that affect the conclusions drawn.
An amendment is to be made to the action around the emerging the Local Development Framework to include Dartmoor National Park, otherwise the group were in agreement with the draft and action plan. This will now go to Committee for approval on the 9th March and be adopted from April.
Next Meeting

Will be in September/October 2010 to kick start the full refresh process, which will require full consultation of stakeholders and users.

AOB

None.
