HIGHLIGHTS OF HOUSING SUB GROUP MEETING March 07

The primary purpose was to review & endorse the revised Housing Strategy Plan prior to its presentation to the WDBC Housing Committee later in March.

The Strategy had been amended to reflect input & comments from the November Sub-Group meeting & reflected an improving situation. This is the result of long term actions beginning to bear benefits:-

· 200 New Affordable Houses to be built in 2007/8, which will boost the stock by some 12%, which is the result of working with Planners to invoke 106 agreements on new developments.

· Early Intervention Policy – reducing levels of homelessness by December 2006 this prevented 53 cases.

· “Floating Support”, which provides support, the skills & self-confidence to help people remain in their homes or to take on their own home. This has been particularly effective for Young People & the Elderly.

· Working in Partnerships with Private Landlords has helped to raise the standard of accommodations & to prevent landlord / tenant issues arising.

The new Plan will see these actions continue plus beginning to address “Traveller” & “BME” issues.

