NOTES of the DEVON HEARTLANDS COMMUNITY FORUM - Meeting No.45
– Wednesday 2nd June 2010 at the Ockment Centre, Okehampton
1.Present:- Margaret Woolacott; Graham Isom; John Young; Jill Gill; Ann Crawford; Ken Crawford; Steve Blood; John Love; Bob Dunnett; Kay Bickley; John Bickley; Philip Wagstaff; Chris Kirwin; Kay Northcott; Robert Flexman; Valerie & David Cushing; Hyder Pirwany; Paul Delahoy; Ewen Rae;

Apologies: - Nick Morgan; Don Bent; Karen Percival; David Weeks; Peter Woodgate; Nick Payne; Cassie De Courcy; David Muir;  
2. Matters Arising From Meeting 44 - May 2010
Corrections to Notes

(a) Add Cassie De Courcy to those present, &

(b)In Para 3.3 (a) - Amend Committee to read "... Future Planning & Housing Strategy Committee..." 
2.1 Job Centre Plus 
The Job Centre Plus service in Okehampton has commenced. This Pilot Project is being delivered in two sites:-
a) Signing On Service at the Ockment Centre in the Kes Room every Tuesday & Friday,

b) Other Services at WDBC Customer Service Centrte, St James St, Okehampton using the "warm phone" facilities.  

2.2  Invite to Local Health Service Providers

Letters of invite have been sent to Okehampton Hospital Matron & the Okehampton Medical Centre Manager. No response has been received to date & will be followed up by Forum Members.
2.3 Care Home Services

The Working Group has met twice to plan the way forward. They want to be able to monitor the Quality of Care Service provided locally to identify any reductions in quality resulting from reductions in staff or the transfer of Homes. 

A list of the 19 registered Care Homes within 10 miles of Okehampton was circulated including the latest “Rating”. It was noted that smaller dwellings such as Lindridge’s units in Exeter Rd & Baldwin Drive were not on the list.

The Group plan to write to the Care Home Managers asking them to complete a simple Questionnaire. The responses will be analysed & a quality baseline established. 

2.4 Community Forum & Events

The Working Group has met to discuss the results of Forum Questionnaire, review recommendations & to agree a draft Terms of Reference for the Forum. This will be presented at the July Forum.  

There are opportunities to share experiences & working practices with other like-minded groups:-

(i)    Devon Towns Forum AGM on 7th July in the evening, at which Devon Heartlands has been invited to have a display along with the Townstal Community Partnership from Dartmouth.

(ii)  DCC Community Engagement Pilot with Devon Heartlands will be celebrated on Friday 15th October at the Ockment Centre from 10.00am This will include invitations to all Community Forum Members to attend and will include several key presentations and it is hoped that Hazel Stuteley of the C” programme will be one of the guest speakers, a buffet lunch will be provided.
(iii)     The Tipperary Institute, one of the partners in the Carnegie Rural Action Research Programme, is holding a conference in the autumn & has invited Devon Heartlands to contribute as a leading grassroots example of community Led Planning & Engagement more detail soon. 

Forum members were encouraged to participate & those wishing to attend any of these events should contact Paul Delahoy at info@devonheartlands.co.uk 
2.5  West Devon Core Strategy Consultation

A summary of the key sections of the Schedule of Focused Changes (to the Core Strategy since May 2009) was tabled highlighting the following issues:-

· Forum preference is for a more balanced development keeping the town centre at the heart of the town,

· Housing numbers have never been accepted as  they are consequence of Regional Spatial Strategy dictates

· Strongly support high quality development which integrates well into the existing town, however this must include as a top priority “community integration”

· The need for Infrastructure to be delivered in advance, such as transport links & new primary school. 

· The willingness of the Community Forum to continue to participate in future LDF consultations. 

The Forum members were asked to provide comments to Ewen by Wednesday June 9th so that a full response could be made by 11th June deadline. 

The Forum members wanted to discuss how we can help take forward the “Economy & Business” elements re Okehampton in the Core Strategy documentation. It is to be added to the Agenda for the July Forum. 

Core Strategy Status

There was an exchange of information regarding the approval of the latest documentation by the Future Planning & Housing Strategy Committee with conflicting statements. However it was understood that:-

(i)    The Full Council Members approved the Core strategy in December 2009, but had asked for additional documentation to be produced.

(ii)  This additional documentation was approved by the Future Planning & Housing Strategy Committee in April 2010, including the Infrastructure Delivery Plan & Schedule of Focused Changes.  

The Forum was reminded that the primary purpose of Core Strategy is to give the ability for the Borough to control development. It provided strong evidence to refute any challenges made by a developer & would enable a Planning Inspector to make a fully informed judgement. This should reduce the perceived power of developers to ride rough shot over the community. 

A question was raised whether or not the scrapping of the Regional Spatial Strategy would invalidate the Core Strategy.   

3. Community Issues

3.1 Cumbria Murders

The Forum wished to send its sympathy & support to the rural community which had experienced that day a horrendous killing spree. 

3.2 Okehampton Police Station

It has been confirmed that Front Desk service will be maintained as it is recognised that it has an important role. However it is likely that the Constabulary review will recommend a much reduced opening time for the Front Desk. Currently it is open for more than 80 hours per week.

Inspector Hammond had asked for a quick response from local councillors who were able to give a personal view. The very short response time did not allow them to consult with public on this specific issue.

3.3 Sewer Relining Work in Okehampton Town Centre

This necessary refurbishment programme has been scheduled by DCC for the summer holiday period. It will mean road closures in the centre of town at this peak visitor time. Clearly this will deter visitors & adversely affect local businesses the majority of whom rely on tourism either directly or indirectly. It is understood that the primary reason for these dates is to minimise the impact on Okehampton College coach services. 

Action 45-01 Write to DCC Deputy Director to raise its concerns & to seek a change in the scheduling of the work. - Ewen 

3.4 Question Time Follow Up

We should invite the new MP to come to the Forum to listen to the community issues. This should include the unsuccessful candidates too if they wish to attend.  

Action 45-02 Write to Mel Stride - Ewen
3.5 Second Primary School

COPSE & OTC has invited Devon Heartlands to join them in organising an Open Meeting to discuss the Primary School situation. The Forum would be pleased to participate. 

The Forum would like to have a better understanding of the planning models available to assess the capacity of the schools. 

3.6 Local Street Markets

It was suggested that a co-ordinated approach to the various street market stalls could be beneficial. There are a number of landowners involved & it was suggested that Don Bent (The Town Clerk) would be the best first point of call. 

Action 45-03 Discuss with Okehampton Town Council clerk - Philip
3.7 Older Persons Strategy Group

DCC & Devon NHS have set up a working group to develop this Strategy. Devon Heartlands would like to participate & it was suggested that we write to Strategy Group. 

Action 45-02 Register interest with Strategy Group - Ewen
3.8 Dartmoor Railway Update

Dartmoor Railway has a joint promotion with Okehampton Castle, the Dartmoor life Museum, which gives discounted admission to Dartmoor Railway passengers upon presentation of their rail ticket. This is working well. 

Sunday Rover Service to & from Exeter with First Great Western started on 23rd May. This service was promoted through a feature spot on Radio Devon. It continues to be well supported, especially the early train. 

The Specialist Rail Tours visit in April was a successful; however a number of passengers chose to go on a special trip to Launceston Steam Railway. A free bus services operated from the station to the town centre. Okehampton will be included in future tours. We as a town need to think how we can maximise the benefits.

Devon & Cornwall Railway (DCR) has received its Safety Certificate from the Office of the Rail Regulator (ORR), which is a major step forward. Frustratingly the ORR require that they have a set of audited accounts as part of their requirements & as DCR is a new company, this has delayed process further. It is expected that the regular service to Exeter will commence in late 2010. 

The future development plans for the railway include:-

(a) The development of a Passenger Interchange Facility at Yeoford

(b) The development of Okehampton East Parkway

(c) The development of Road-Rail Freight Facility adjacent to the Exeter Rd Industrial site

(d) The development of North Tawton Station

Aggregate Industries (AI) loss of the Stone Ballast contract from Network Rail has meant that AI are not using therefore contributing to maintenance of the line. This cost is being absorbed by British American Railways. 

Although not strictly Dartmoor Railway activity the Forum was pleased to learn that SW Highways had undertaken emergency repair work on the Granite Way following a subsidence in the cycle path to Meldon. 

3.9 Okehampton Camp Loop Road

The Working Group is drafting a petition to gather support for the re-opening of this Loop Road which provides vital access to the High Moors behind Okehampton. 

3.10 Dartmoor Park Rangers

It is believed that as part of the review of finances, DNPA is considering reducing the role / numbers of the Park Rangers. The Forum considered the Ranger to be vital & is to most people the face of DNPA. 

3.11 NHS Devon Consultations

There are opportunities for Forum Members to get involved in the consultation processes for three Strategies:-

· Rural Health & Wellbeing Strategy for Devon 

· Mental Health Services – Network Groups

· Joint Engagement Strategy to Involve the People of Devon 

3.12 EX20 Lottery

This local lottery is closing in June. It has given total grants in excess  £107,000 to local organisations, including Devon Heartlands CDT. The Lottery team were thanked for all their efforts in supporting the community.  
3.13 Community Event in Okehampton

WDBC has organised a Community Event on Saturday 3rd July at the Charter Hall, from 10 a.m. Community organisations present will include both the Senior Council & Devon Heartlands.

4. Project Update

Report circulated with the agenda

5 Updates & Feedback From Meetings

5.1 Senior Council for Devon

Report was carried forward to July Meeting
5.2 West Devon Play Forum

Report circulated with the agenda

6.  Date of Next Meeting  Wed 7th July Ockment Centre, Okehampton 2-4 p.m.
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