NOTES of the DEVON HEARTLANDS COMMUNITY FORUM - Meeting No.43
– Wednesday 7th April 2010 at the Ockment Centre, Okehampton
1.Present:- Ann Crawford; Steve Blood; Derek Webber; John Love; Graham Smith; Bob Dunnett; Nick Morgan; Kay Bickley; Chris Kirwin; Kay Northcott; Robert Flexman; Karen Percival; PCSO Glen Walters; Valerie & David Cushing; Hyder Pirwany; Philip Wagstaff; Paul Delahoy; Ewen Rae;

Apologies: - Meg Slingo; John Bickley; Edna Hicks; Ken Crawford; Sonia Burgess; Don Bent; PC Matt Evans; Robert Plumb; Anne Underwood; David Weeks; 
2. Matters Arising

2.1 Job Centre Plus
The Ockment Centre will host the Job Centre Plus team on Tuesdays & Fridays during a 12-week pilot period, starting on 13th April 2010. All 200 plus local Job Seekers have been written to advising them to sign on at the Ockment Centre. It is very important that the pilot is well supported. Devon Heartlands Community Forum will encourage the use of the facilities.
Action 43-01 Write to Room 13 to ask them to encourage their Users to take advantage of the Job Centre Plus services at the Ockment Centre. – Ewen

Action 43-02 Invite Job Centre Plus representative to the Forum - Philip
2.2 Developers Access Issues
WDBC Planners & DCC Highways have contacted the Housing Developers with concerns raised by residents. The Developer has created a paved access & has buried the electricity cables. This has improved site access for heavy lorries etc. The Devon Bank has not been reinstated as yet providing easy access for the site workers who are parking in the side roads. This is causing disruption & nuisance to local residents using these roads. The overall development is planned to be a 10 year plus programme with potential for this disruption continue for a long-term. It was suggested that a Code of Practice (COP) could be drawn up for future phases of this programme.
Action 43-03 Write to WDBC Planners & DCC Highways re COP – Philip
2.3  Exeter Unitary Authority (EUA)
The Parliamentary procedures have been completed & EUA established in law. Only a successful appeal by DCC can prevent this. The Appeal will be heard late April.

2.4  Section 106 Agreements re Primary Schools

In North Tawton Only one developer, who was building 6 new dwellings, has been asked by DCC to contribute towards the local Primary School. It appears that DCC Highways is the only service provider that regularly asks for 106 Contributions. The Forum believe that service providers including Fire & Rescue, Ambulance & Police should be encourage to seek Section 106 contributions from Developers. 

Devon County Councillor James McInnes has undertaken to raise the subject of the use of Section 106 Agreements by DCC Service Providers, such as Education. This should be brought to the attention of the WD LSP too.

Action 43-04  Raise Section 106 Agreements with WD LSP – Philip/Chris
3. Updates & Feedback From Meetings

3.1  Community Forum Review

As part of the DCC Pilot Study we are reviewing the workings of the Community Forum, which will include the analysis of Questionnaires completed by Forum members. To date we have received 20 out of the 100 distributed by hand, post & e-mail.  

Also a Review Group made up of members of the Forum has convened to progress the following:

a) Adoption of a revised ‘Terms of Reference’ (below) this sets out the Purpose, Membership and Operational Framework of the Forum.  

b) To agree an Agenda Framework that will provide for:

c) Time for Feed Back and reporting of current issues and previous actions

d) Time for New issues to be raised and discussed

e) Time for Guest Presentations/ Speakers

f) The further development of forum working groups (e.g. as organised the General Election Forum Question Time event)

g) To consider the findings of the Forum users survey.

The review group met on the 7th April and is expected to meet on the 5th May and a third meeting the date of which is to be arranged. The findings of the review group will feed into the final report of the Forum Pilot Survey. 

As part of this review it is proposed that instead of “AOB” which is often short of time the Forum members will be invited at the beginning of each Forum to raise “New Issues”. They will have 2 minutes to outline the issue & if accepted by the Forum will be placed on the Agenda for the next Forum, unless otherwise agreed. 

Action 43-05 Put Army Loop Road Access on the Agenda for May – Ewen
3.2  Election Question Time (8th March 2010)
This event attracted some 40 local people to raise questions with the 5 prospective parliamentary candidates under the chairmanship of Philip Wagstaff. Notes of the night have been produced by the working group & will be put on the Heartlands website. We received a letter of thanks from Mel Stride – the conservative candidate.
U3A’s event in late March was well attended benefiting from our groundwork. Whilst Paul reported that Ivybridge had adopted our QT idea too. 

It would be good to get some feedback from the college re their internal event with the candidates. This was part of their Citizenship programme.    

3.3 Senior Council For Devon (Okehampton)

The SCD held their annual conference in Exeter with guest speakers include John Hart – Leader of DCC; Rebecca Harriott - Deputy Chief Executive for NHS Devon;  Angela Eagle Minister for Pensions plus Tony Beard. 

Rebecca Harriott gave a very positive vision for Health Care services in Devon, which reflected many of the issues identified at the Okehampton Branch’s “Ageing Well in the Community” event held in late 2008. This included the more effective use of Cottage Hospitals for delivering treatment & services locally together with the provision of better home support for patients discharged from hospital. 

Some Forum members had heard that as part of a re-organisation the Maternity Unit at Okehampton Hospital may be closing. It was suggested that we could invite the Hospital Matron to the Forum.

Action 43-06 Invite the Hospital Matron - Ewen
4.  Community Issues Raised and Feed- Back

4.1 Care Homes Services

Ken Crawford has followed up the issues raised during the discussion at the March Forum about a local Care Home & the feedback received from Christine Marsh. There are some differences which need to be understood although it is understood that Quality of Care is paramount to all.
A Working Group of Ann & Ken Crawford; John Bickley & John Love has been asked to review the facts & report back to the May Forum. 

Action 43-07 Update Cllr Barker with way forward – Ken
4.2  Okehampton Primary School

The vacant Head Teacher post is being advertised in April. Meanwhile the acting Head & staff are working towards getting out of “Special Measures”, which will be a lengthy process. 
It was reported that the Devon Youth Court team working on the CASP Project have had some difficulties gaining access recently.

4.3 News From Councillors & Agencies 
(a) Free Bus Pass 

It was reported that the negotiations with Bus Services Providers will enabled Free Bus Pass Holders to access services from 9 a.m. but not until July.  
(b) Travel Survey
The WD Local Strategic Partnership has issued a Travel Questionnaire (Forms were circulated at the Forum and members encouraged to respond) WD LSP is seeking responses by 30th April 2010. This is in response to issues raised in the Place Survey. Questionnaires and the Place Survey are also available on the West Devon website or a copy is available from Devon Heartlands offices. It was noted that the Survey did not include anything on Trains, which is disappointing as Dartmoor Railway is anticipating running a regular train service into Exeter commencing in the summer. 
(c)  Local Development Framework – Core Strategy

The Infrastructure Delivery Plan will be presented to the Future Planning Housing Committee on 19th April for approval. We need it cover for Okehampton the provision of a new Primary School (still over 2 years away), improved transport links & roads, especially to town centre, employment, increased services to cover increased population such as maternity units & local police officers. 

Post Meeting Note:- Documents issued by WDBC on 12th April, with a 6 week consultation period if approved by Committee on 19th April.

Action 43-08 Through the LSP, raise the need for planning & commitment 
to increased services, including manpower as population grows. Philip
(d)  DCC Highways Surgery

This will be held on 20th April in the Ockment Centre from 9-12 a.m.. Local councillors have found previous surgeries very useful.

(e) Courts Re-organisation
One impact of centralising the courts in three centres is the increase in the number of “No Shows” at trials. As a consequence the police have to take follow up action which is increasing their workload. 

5.  Main Projects

A Short Update Report was circulated with the Agenda. 
6.   AOB

6.1  Kerry Hickman

We had thanked Kerry for all her efforts & received a very positive reply who thanked the Forum for all their support which she found extremely helpful in her professional career.
6.2  Youth Services
Currently Hannah Witcomb was deputising & the Forum is keen to maintain its contact with the Room 13 Team & to continue in anyway it can to help delivery of Youth Services. The Forum would be interested in the impact of new local night stop arrangements has had on the sofa surfing issues. 
6.3  New Primary School (Okehampton)

The tenant farmer has not received any notice to quit, which means that the land will not be vacant until late 2011 at the earliest. 

The COPSE proposals are still on the table & the COPSE team are keen to progress with the DCC Team, but have not received any firm response to approaches.

7. Date of Next Meeting Wednesday 5th May at 2 p.m. in the Ockment Centre
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