NOTES of the DEVON HEARTLANDS COMMUNITY FORUM - Meeting No.41
– Wednesday 3rd February 2010 at the Ockment Centre, Okehampton
1.Present:- David Weeks; Edna Hicks; Steve Blood; Ken Crawford; Kerry Hickman; John Love; Bob Dunnett; Ann Crawford; Glen Wise; Kay Northcott; Graham Smith; Max Laithwaite;  Karen Percival; Kay Bickley; John Bickley; Margaret Woolacott; Valerie & David Cushing; Hyder Pirwany; PC Matt Evans; PC Julian Fry (YIO); Robert Flexman; Philip Wagstaff; Paul Delahoy; Ewen Rae;

Apologies: - Peter Williams; Sonia Burgess; Chris Kirwin; Paul Alford; Nick Morgan; David Muir; Don Bent; Robert Plumb; Peter Woodgate; Mandy Kenyon; Roger Bartlett & Emily McAuley;
Note:- Meeting No 40 – the January Forum was cancelled due to heavy snow.

2. Matters Arising 
2.1 Police – Youth Intervention Officer (YIO)
PC Julian Fry introduced himself to the Forum as the new YIO. He started in January 2010. He will be based in Tavistock Police Station but his remit covers all West Devon.  He has been in the police for 8 years in a neighbourhood team in Plymouth. His work as YIO is new to him with a steep learning curve. Initially he has been visiting schools & youth organisations to introduce himself & acquaint himself with the issues first hand. He has had a warm welcome all over the area, which was echoed by the forum members. 
2.2 Forum Visit to Okehampton Fire Station
Paul Alford arranged a visit to Okehampton Fire Station on Wednesday 27th January. It was attended by 14 Forum members. It was a very informative afternoon enjoyed by all for which the Fire Station team have been thanked. It was interesting to note that car crash call out equals house fire calls & the range of specialist rescue services that the brigade offers not just locally but nationally too.
Notes of the Forum will be circulated to all. 

2.3 Okehampton Alcohol Dispersal Order (ADO)

The consultation period has been completed. It was suggested that the Jubilee Park area should be included in the area covered by the ADO. To change the area would mean re-opening the consultation & delaying the implementation date, instead this is being covered by the clever siting of ADO Notices. It is planned to erect 30 ADO signs throughout the ADO area. 

It was noted that the ADO covers adult drinkers as police has powers to deal with Young People drinking already.

3. Community Issued Raised
3.1 Okehampton Primary School

Ofsted has visited again to check on progress. It was recommended that we invite a representative from the governors to talk to the Forum, so that we understand the process & can identify any areas where the Forum can help. 

Action 41-01  Invite a governors representative to a Forum Meeting – Philip 

3.2  Job Centre Plus 

The pressure from the local MP, Councillors & Council Officers has prompted a review of the decision to close the Job Centre Plus offices in West Devon. The Job Centre Plus will be re-established in Okehampton & Tavistock initially for a 3-month trial period. 

In Okehampton the Ockment Centre will host the Job Centre Plus facility, which will be open 2 days a week in the Hound Room. This facility will be available in February for 600+ local people claiming Job Seekers Allowance. It is important that the facility is well used therefore must be advertised widely.

The Forum wanted to thank Geoffery Cox, Darren Cole & Ken Williams for all their work in getting pushing the need for this facility.

Action 41-02 Write to the above expressing our thanks – Philip / Ewen    

3.3 Boundary Committee Review

The Committee has reported to the Minister making a recommendation for a single Devon Unitary Authority. It is with the Minister for consideration & a decision is expected early February. 

This will be a main item at the March Forum. 
3.4  Question Time Event (Monday 8th March)
The sub group reported progress to date.
Three parties had accepted the invitation to attend, however the Labour Party not responded & the Conservatives had declined because of concerns about non compliance with Electoral Commission regulations. 
The format of the event is that constituents will have between 6 – 7 p.m. to submit written questions. These questions will be sorted into groups & a representative selection given to the chairman. This will give an opportunity to discuss a variety of topics. Each candidate will have a maximum of 2 minutes to answer the question. 

Tea & Coffee will be served from the kitchen area & donations invited.  

Nick Payne sent confirmation that WDBC could not promote the event if it was after the date that the election had been called. Nick was thanked for this confirmation.
We are helping Okehampton College organise a day of election activities in March. 

3.5 News From Councillors & Agencies

(a) Youth Service
The first instance of “Sofa Surfing” young person occurred in December proving that the contacts made through Devon Heartlands & the Homelessness Panel process works. 

It was reported that Young Devon will be setting up a “Night Stop” service in Okehampton from April 2010, which will provide local emergency over-night accommodation for the first time. 

(b) Young People & Police Relationship In North Tawton

A meeting with Nick Morgan (as Chair of the Youth Club), the new PCSO, young people & youth worker was very positive. They have struck up a good relationship & are working together on fund-raising activities.

( c )   Road Safety 

A meeting of Okehampton Town Council’s Planning Sub Group was attended by a number of local residents concerned road safety, speeding in particular, on Upcott Hill. The meeting was attended by DCC’s Highways Officer. 

Forum members raised concerns that the Housing Planning regulations, which insist on high density housing with an allowance for 1.5 cars per household, fuelled access problems with relatively narrow road & parking both sides. The police can only act in the case of illegal parking.

It was suggested that road safety was a general concern & would be a good topic for a special Forum meeting. Other roads with safety concerns include Station Road, Fatherford Lane & in Sampford Courtenay. 

Action 41-03  Invite DCC Highways Officer to an evening Forum meeting - Ewen
4. Main Projects Update
This section is covered by the attached short report as there was not time to cover it during the December Forum.

5. Updates and Feedback from Meetings
5.1 Report from Senior Council – Okehampton
The Senior Council continued to work with DCC re the provision of quality Care Home Services. These services are currently out to tender. There is a concern that the tendering competition could force a reduction in Care Home staffing levels, with the potential for poorer services. 

The Annual Conference will be on March 10th in Exeter, with a strong list of guest speakers. 

The Okehampton Branch meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of each month at the Ockment Centre from 10 a.m.  
5.2 Sustainable & Resilient Communities Conference
The Conference, jointly organised by the Devon Towns Forum & Devon Rural Network was, held in December. It featured a key notes presentation by Dr Kate Braithwaite – Director of Carnegie UK Trust launching a Manifest for Rural Communities based on the 3 year Rural Action Research Programme, which  supported the Devon Heartlands Forum project. Our grassroots community led forum was referred to on several occasions both in the manifesto & Kate’s presentation. Several members of the Forum attended this very positive, constructive & challenging event.   
The Conference Report is available in full on the Devon Heartlands website. 

6. AOB
6.1 Development of Forum Working Parties
John Love suggested that the Forum could develop the idea of working parties to take forward initiatives & ideas from the Forum. An example of this is the Question Time working party. 

6.2 Disabled Parking Misuse

A query was raised whether or not the police kept a record of the incidents of misuse of Disabled parking facilities. The police do not but it was suggested that WDBC may have some statistics. 

6.3 Kerry Hickman

The Forum thanked Kerry for all her work with young people in the Devon Heartlands community & for her contributions to the Forum. 

DCC have started the recruitment process for a new person to join the youth team working Hannah & Cassie. 

7. Date of Next Meeting Wednesday 3rd March at 2 p.m. in the Ockment Centre

