NOTES of the DEVON HEARTLANDS COMMUNITY FORUM - Meeting No.36

– Wednesday 2nd September 2009 at the Ockment Centre, Okehampton

1.Present:- John Love; Bob Dunnett; Ken Crawford; Ann Crawford; Paul Alford & John L(?); Kerry Hickman; Philip Wagstaff; Chris Kirwin; Kay Northcott; Peter Williams; Christine Marsh; Valerie & David Cushing; Peter Woodgate;  PC Matthew Evans; Hyder Pirwany; Steve Blood;  Paul Delahoy; Carol Goodall & Matt Day;  Ewen Rae;

Apologies: - Graham Isom; Sonia Burgess; Nick Morgan; Robert Plumb; David Weeks; David Muir;

Welcome

The Forum welcomed Carol Goodall and Matt Day from the Somerset Market Towns’ Forum. The Somerset Forum has 18 member Partnerships, ten of whom are ex-MCTi Partnerships. They want to establish a process that will enable the Community Engagement to continue & be valued. They have visited Lyme Regis & now have come to Devon Heartlands having first seen Devon Heartlands final Carnegie Rural Action Research Project Report on the Devon Heartlands Website they consider the concept of a Local Community Forum to be an innovative & ground-breaking approach to ongoing community engagement. 
2. Matters Arising 

2.1 Police – Youth Intervention Officer

It is an on-going issue & will be kept on the agenda until resolved. The post is a West Devon wide role & there is a possibility that the post may be based at Tavistock, which may make more attractive to the right applicant. Supt Sharp is fully aware of the importance of the role.

2.2 North Tawton Youth Issues  - Action continues & will be reported on at the November Forum.
2.3 Footpath – Vegetation Clearance
The contractor has agreed to undertake this work on the footpath at Fatherford Bridge, however it has not been done as yet.

2.4 Sustainable Communities Act

DCC has made a series of submissions to the Government based on proposals gathered from the Borough/District Councils. WDBC proposals included Community Development project based on the Community Forums in the West Devon. It was reported at the LSP that no response has been received yet. The premise behind this Act to give the local authorities to re-allocate part of their statutory funds, it is not new money.

2.5 CAB Outreach Advice Services

An outreach worker to undertake home visits, taking the General CAB Advice services out to the community. CAB would welcome referrals, which can be made by phone telephone No. 01837 52105. 

2.6 Question Time – Parliamentary Elections

The proposed QT Event will be in two parts:-

(a) Youth QT, which ideally would at the College, possibly as part of Citizenship studies, followed by ,

(b) Open QT Event for all the community probably in the evening.

We need to co-ordinate with U3A Group to avoid duplication of events & to maximise the impact. 

A working group comprising John, Val, Kerry & Philip was set up, who will take the project forward. 

3. Community Issued Raised

3.1 Young People – Homelessness
It was reported that a number of incidents of Young People “sofa surfing” with friends, that is where they have been ejected from or simply walked out of the family home, usually to avoid family conflicts. Typically this problem is short-term, but often only becomes apparent late in the evening, when the normal agencies are closed. The only two options available are:-

(a) Contacting the Social Services “Out of Hours” Help-Line or

(b) Contacting Okehampton Police. 

The age range of young people affected over the last 2 years is as young as 12 up to 19 years old. 

The immediate need is for a short-term emergency refuge, which could be with a family backed up by a mediation service. 

The Forum discussed this issue & the points covered included:-

· Parents need to take some responsibility for their family, which should include a financial contribution

· A List of Local Contacts, who have been CRB checked, could be useful.

· Establishing & maintaining a Refuge would be expensive.

· A Refuge could encourage Young People to take advantage of it, potentially abusing the system.

· The size of the problem needs to be identified before an appropriate solution can be produced.

The Forum agreed that this problem needs to be addressed & the way forward would be for a small meeting to be arranged with interested parties, including agency representatives. The meeting would scope the problem & possible solution, with the outcomes reported back, probably at the November Forum. 

It would be beneficial for the TaVi Development Forum, if we could invite youth worker(s) from Tavistock to partricipate.

Action 36-01  Arrange meeting to discuss issues 

Ewen & Kerry
3.2 Health Issues

A summary of Issues Raised at the Forum since January 2008 was circulated & discussed (see attached). The Forum was not aware of developments in tackling specific issues but recognised that “Health Services” was very high on the community’s agenda. We will continue to work through the West Devon Local Strategic Partnership & Devon LINk. Members reported an improvement in some services, especially “After Care”.

The Senior Council is progressing issues re “Ageing Population” & Dementia. This follows up workshops & the Dementia Pathway Handbook.

3.3 OKEHAMPTON DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Peter’s Vision

Peter Woodgate shared his vision for the development of Okehampton as town that has kept its distinct character & identity living in harmony with its rich natural heritage as a valuable inheritance for the young people of Okehampton. 

His vision is to spread the development between the east & to the north reaching into the Brightley valley. This would have three important benefits:-

· Help to maintain the town centre as the focal point of the town,

· Provide another road connecting a population centre with the town centre & local amenities, however this would require an upgrade to the road, &

· Enhance access to Abbeyford Woods & the Tarka Trail

The Houses would be quality housing, reflecting the distinct local character & include affordable housing for local young families to be able to stay local. 

The green areas in & around the town, will be linked & accessible via Green Lanes. This will not only encourage pedestrians & cyclists but enhance & celebrate the local heritage. 

The Employment Land could be re-modelled in the Exeter Road site, which could be contained & hidden from the Dartmoor eye-line by the natural landscape. This would minimise the visual impact.   

Forum Discussions

The Vision struck an accord with many Forum members generating a lively & free-flowing exchange of opinions. The discussions included :-

· Parts of the Brightley Valley is designated as a flood risk area by the Environment Agency. This would require some flood alleviation schemes to be adopted.

· The Core Strategy proposals mean that :-

(a) some of the Houses to the east of the town will be surrounded by Employment Land. This will affect the price. 

(b) The new inhabitants will work in Exeter, therefore during the daytime the new estates would be empty like a ghost town. 

(c) Only 39 written submissions re Okehampton were made to WDBC during the latest round of Consultations. 

· A thriving community embraces controlled & managed development & growth.   

· The question was raised “Is the current consultation methods effective & appropriate?” Responses to the recent consultation events /opportunities has been very poor from the community.

· The Core Strategy has been through a series of consultations over the past 4 years. A number of alternative proposals have been made & descisions made after due consideration. 

· It is understood that the Town Council, the Hamlets & DNPA has objected to the current Core Strategy.

· The central component of the Core Strategy is focused on the deliver of the new houses as specified in the Regional Spatial Strategy. A group of Cornwall Parish councils is challenging the validity of RSS in the High Court. 

· Yeovil has a plan that connects all its green spaces, which they are using to market the town.

Members of the Forum thought that the issues raised should be shared with our local Borough Councillors. A special evening Forum will be arranged & local councillors invited to attend & actively participate.

Action 36-02 Arranged a Special Evening Forum - Ewen

3.4 News From Councillors & Agencies

The Persimmons Planning Application for the next tranche of housing off Exeter Road is due to heard at the Planning Committee Meeting on 15th September to be held in Tavistock. 

The Flower Sellers on Saturdays in Fore Street, Okehampton uses parking spaces, which are in short supply. This is an historic entitlement & is appreciated by many as a link to town’s market history. 

4.  Main Projects Update

4.1  Okehampton Learning Resource Centre 

We have registered our interest with the Community Builders Fund & has provided some preliminary information about the Project & the Development Trust. This fund will support 80 projects with a budget of £70m. However it will be very competitive. It will be formally launched in September.

4.2. Dartmoor Railway
Graham Isom gave his apologies but will give a full update in October. 

4.3  Devon Heartlands Forum Pilot Project

DCC has commissioned an 8-month study to explore the Devon Heartlands model as a vehicle for wider community engagement & empowerment. This will be supported by a Steering Group comprising representatives of DCC, WDBC, OTC & Police. This will build upon the Carnegie Rural Action Research study.

5.  Updates and Feedback from Meetings
5.1 Report from Senior Council – Okehampton

The Council had successful days at the Okehampton & Chagford Shows with membership increasing to over 100 people.

The “Ageing” Forum meets for the first time on 9th September.

5.2 West Devon Local Strategic Partnership Management Board

The LSP representation is very beneficial. The main issues of interest, that is the Core Strategy & feedback re the proposed Sustainable Communities Act projects are covered above. 

6.  AOB

6.1 Gtr Dartmoor LEAF (Local Enterprise Action Fund)

There is an open meeting on 9th September at the Okehampton Business Centre from 2.00 p.m.

6.2  Military Heritage Week-end

The Okehampton Army Camp is holding their annual Military Week-end on 12th & 13th September. The Royal British Legion will be attending this event which will provide an opportunity for the general public to show their support for our Services.

7.    Date of Next Meeting
Wednesday 7th October at 2 p.m. in the Ockment Centre
