NOTES of the DEVON HEARTLANDS COMMUNITY FORUM - Meeting No.34
– Wednesday 1st July 2009 at the Ockment Centre, Okehampton

1.Present:- Bob Dunnett, Peter Williams, John Love; David Muir; Chris Kirwin; Nick Morgan; Kerry Hickman; Peter Woodgate; Christine Marsh; Valerie & David Cushing; Robert Plumb; Paul Delahoy
Apologies: - Steve Blood; Graham Isom; Ann Crawford; Ken Crawford; Police; Angela Rose; Kay Northcott, Hyder Pirwany, Kay Bickley, David Weeks, Philip Wagstaff, Ewen Rae, Mandy Kenyon.
2. Matters Arising 

2.1 Youth intervention Officer

Issue previously raised with PW Chairman to write to Supt Sharpe to encourage a replacement for Carl Seward as the Police Youth Liaison Officer also for someone to attend Forum meetings.

Action 34-01 Check with Philip if letter sent and outcome - Philip  

2.2 North Tawton Young People

Kerry and Nick are continuing with arrangements with the chair of North Tawton Youth Club & Youth Services & the young people to discuss concerns; ongoing. 

2.3 Community & Criminal Justice System Consultation

The proposed summary that was being produced for Okehampton Town Council was not available for this meeting.

Action 34-02 Make enquiry with Kay Bickley – DH CDT
2.4 Business Support measures Available in west Devon
RP suggested that there were several avenues for information and support and to use the WDBC Website Business Section where the different organisations are listed. RP also confirmed that there was a facility for Rate Relief for small businesses in difficulties and enquiries should be directed to WDBC; further information is available by following the link on on the WBBC website www.westdevon.gov.uk/doc.asp?doc=10708&cat=3039
3. Community Issues Raised & Feed-back

3.1 West Devon Core Strategy

Although the Forum had invited an officer to come to the Forum to aid discussion of the WD Core Strategy no officer was present. Several members had copies of the strategy and were disappointed not to be able to discuss it within the Forum and that a valuable consultation opportunity had been missed particularly as WDBC Planners received less than 150 written responses in October.  It was also noted that the Wool Mill site in North Tawton has been removed from the declared numbers of new houses planned due to the specific difficulties of the site, which has made the site unattractive to commercial developers.Members were encouraged to make any representations on an individual basis before the consultation deadline of 17th July noting that all responses must be in writing but could be done on-line following links at www.westdevon.gov.uk 
Action 34- 03  Forum Chairman to raise this issue with WDBC Officers and the WD LSP and consider holding a special event on the issue to obtain a more co-ordinated response as was being done by the AONB. 

3.2  Army Loop Road
Following the response to previous letters that the Duchy had considered all the responses to their consultation on the future of the Army Loop Road and had concluded that their proposal to close the road after the large car park past the Army Camp was correct an invitation was made for the Duchy to attend the Form. Unfortunately no reply had been received and no representative was present. 
Action 34-04 It is difficult to see what more the Forum could do but would continue to make representation where possible and encouraged others to do so. Philip to raise issue with WD LSP.
3.3 West Devon Sustainable Community Strategy
Copies of the WD Sustainable Community Strategy were available at St. Jame’s road office and on-line at the WDBC website also a hard copy was available to view at the Devon Heartlands Office.  Members felt that the Devon Heartlands and Tavistock Forums could have been used in the consultation process for refresh of the SCS.  CK confirmed that he and Philip as representative of Devon Heartlands and Tavistock Community Forums had discussed it at LSP meetings. 

3.4  Footpath Sweeping Feedback

BD reported that problems still remained with the maintenance of the Footpath in Okehampton Hamlets due to the overgrowing of vegetation and the lack of sweeping.  KH agreed that the footpath was considerably overgrown and that it wasn’t possible to pass along it with a pushchair.  It was agreed that BD would raise this with Cllr. Derek Webber of Okehampton Hamlets Parish Council and request that the responsible authority look into the performance of the maintenance contract/s.

Action – BD to contact Cllr Webber

4.  Main Projects

4.1 North Tawton Park Enhancement 

The Group including NM and KH are continuing to work with the Groundwork facilitator to prepare their Community Spaces Stage 2 Application to the Community Spaces programme. A meeting is next scheduled for September. 

4.2  Dartmoor Railway 

GI was not available to give an up-date, but CM was able to report that further incidents of vandalism had occurred. CM was also able to confirm that work on Yeoford junction was due to begin in September 09.

 4.3 Devon Heartlands Carnegie Action Research Project
PD reported that the three year Action Research project with Carnegie UK Trust was almost complete and a final report would be available soon. Essentially the report reflected the excellent progress made in West Devon and elsewhere to develop improved processes for Community Engagement in particular the success of the Local community Forum model as used by Devon Heartlands and Tavistock. All of Devon Heartlands Carnegie Action Research reports will be available to view or download from www.devonheartlands.co.uk  
5.  REPORTS & FEEDBACK FROM MEETINGS

5.1 Senior Council –Okehampton Branch
Unfortunately Ken and Ann were not available to give feedback of the recent Senior Council events which will put on the agenda for the next Forum meeting on the 5th Aug 09. 

5.2 Devon Towns Forum
PD informed the Forum about the forthcoming Devon Towns Forum AGM and Evening Reception that would include a keynote presentation from Dr Phil Norrey Chief Executive of Devon County Council plus announcements of future DTF programmes, events and training opportunities. PD requested that any person wishing to attend should contact him on 01805 624874 or e-mail to info@devontownsforum.org.uk    PD also gave advance notice of a major event planned for the evening of the 21st October that will showcase Capital Projects drawn from across the County. More information about this event would be sent out in due course.

6.  AOB

6.1 Youth Crisis Accommodation
KH raised the issue of rough sleeping and young people in crisis without accommodation and suggested that this might be a topic for the Forum to discuss and pursue with the appropriate agencies.

Action:-   EWEN/ Paul /Philip and KH to consider how best to take this forward, perhaps invite social services to the forum to address/discuss the local situation.
6.2  Devon Link / Support

KH informed the Forum of a very successful event held by Devon Link and other organisations in the Charter Hall, noting that there should have been an opportunity for the Forum to have been more involved and recognised as a partner and as a valuable local resource for the community.

6.3 Royal British Legion Rally

PW informed the Forum about the Royal British Legions Rally to be held at the Okehampton Camp on the 12th and 13th September. The event is very popular with Military Bands and displays with representatives from across the County making it a very good day out.

6.4 Tavistock Music and Arts Festival
CK distributed A4 Flyers for the Tavistock Sings Music and Arts Festival that has a host of events this year under the banner ‘Wild and Wonderful’ running between 27th April and 3rd May 2010. Full details of the programme is available on line at www.tavistockmusic.co.uk 
6.4 Summer Programme for Young Pepole
KH circulated details of this summers activity programme for young people organised by OCRA and Devon Youth service. Contact Kerry Hickman for further details on 01837 55444
6.5 Working with Hatherleigh
CK reported that a representative from Hatherleigh would be attending the next WD Joint Partnership meeting with a view to re-establishing community engagement activity at Hatherleigh to complement its excellent Community Centre. PD confirmed that the Devon Towns Forum had awarded Hatherleigh with a free website and training package worth £600 and would be interested to see how the DTF could support Hatherleigh further particularly if they were considering developing a Local Forum such as Devon Heartlands and Tavistock. RP confirmed that WDBC were also looking at resources issues recognising that it was unrealistic to expect volunteers to undertake the desired level of Community Engagement.
 6.6 Financial Arrangements in the event of a Unitary Council
JL  Asked what would happen to any unallocated monies held by WDBC in the event of a Unitary Council coming into being.  NM thought that in those circumstances such monies would be accounted for within a single pot and that the succeeding authority would use it to continue the delivery of services. NM also pointed out that the Communities Secretary John Denham had issued a paper setting out the current situation regarding the Boundary Review that would now have an extension of its consultation period from the 15th July when it had been expected to report to 18th Sept with a decision by the Secretary of State by mid October. NM distributed a copy of the paper issued by the Communities Secretary.

6.7 Situation Regarding Wind Farm Proposals

JL asked what the current position was in respect of wind turbines applications. NM confirmed that the Denbrook enquiry was due to be held from 23rd July at the Denbrooke Community College.
7.  Date of Next Meeting

The next Devon Heartland Community Forum Meeting will be held on Wed 5th August 2009 at 2.00 p.m. to 4.00pm at the Ockment Centre, North Street, Okehampton. 

