NOTES of the DEVON HEARTLANDS COMMUNITY FORUM - Meeting No.33

– Wednesday 3rd June 2009 at the Ockment Centre, Okehampton

1.Present:- John Love; David Muir; Chris Kirwin; Bob Dunnett; Ken Crawford; Nick Morgan; Hyder Pirwany; Kerry Hickman; Peter Woodgate; Philip Wagstaff; Christine Marsh; Valerie & David Cushing; Robert Plumb; Ewen Rae;

Apologies: - Steve Blood; Don Bent; Graham Isom; Ann Crawford; Paul Delahoy; Police (J Ludwig); Paul Alford (Fire Service); Angela Rose; Kay Northcott.
2. Matters Arising 

2.1 Youth intervention Officer

This issue was raised with Supt Sharpe at a meeting. She is very much aware of the need & the vacancy has been advertised three times but unfortunately a suitable replacement has not yet been found. It was accepted that the right person is essential.

Action 33-01 Write to Supt Sharpe to support her efforts to find the right replacement - Philip  

2.2 North Tawton Young People

A meeting is being finalised with the chair of North Tawton Youth Club & Youth Services & the young people to discuss the young people’s concerns. 

2.3 EU Elections – Question Time

The event at the Ockment Centre was a success with helping to raise the profile & interest in Politics. It was attended by 40 people, with 5 candidates on the panel chaired by Philip Wagstaff. The young man from the Room 13 was very enthusiastic about the event & has encouraged him to think seriously about politics. 

The Forum expressed their thanks to the organisers & chair. It was agreed that the Forum would like a similar event to be arranged for the General Election, when called. 

Lessons to be learnt for next time:-

· Need to facilitate more questions from the floor by reducing the time limit for the panellist to answer.

· Encourage more people from the floor to participate, not just the “loud” ones.

· Consider a youth Question Time prior to the evening event.

· Consider the Charter Hall & The Octagon as venues.

· Arrange PA system. 

2.4 Community & Criminal Justice System Consultation

A 1-page summary being produced for Okehampton Town Council will be circulated when received.

2.5 Vacant Shops
The vacant town centre shop is not available for leasing. 

3. Community Issues Raised & Feed-back

3.1 West Devon Core Strategy

This document has been issued on 28th May as the fourth round of formal consultation which will close on 17th July. All responses must be in writing but can be done on-line by following the links from www.westdevon.gov.uk. 

A brief summary of observations including the map of planned developments was circulated. In respect of Okehampton Town & Hamlets, the Core Strategy very much reflects the position contained in the Preferred Options consulted upon last October. WDBC Planners received less than 150 written responses in October.

It was noted that the Wool Mill site in North Tawton has been removed from the declared numbers of new houses planned due to the specific difficulties of the site, which has made the site unattractive to commercial developers.

The main change is the approach to the larger settlements outside of Okehampton & Tavistock. These settlements will be encouraged to use the newly developed Rural Communities Sustainability Tool Kit to identify their needs. This would be best done as part of a community led Plan. Local Settlements identified to be included in this processed are:-

Bridestowe

Exbourne

Hatherleigh

Lewdown

North Tawton

Sampford Courtenay

Spreyton
  

Action 33-02 Invite Chris Dunford – Head of Forward Planning to the July Forum - Ewen

3.2  Army Loop Road
The Duchy has considered all the responses to their consultation on the future of the Army Loop Road & has concluded that their proposal to close the road after the large car park past the Army Camp is correct. This gives some access to walkers & visitors whilst preserving the natural environment of the SSSI site. 

A view was expressed that the original consultation re accessability did not include representatives from disadvantaged groups such as the disabled, older person or the young people. 

Action 33-03 Invite the Duchy to the July Forum – Ewen 

3.3 West Devon Housing Strategy Update

The Update for 2009/10 has been issued. A copy is available for reference from the Devon Heartland’s office.

4.  Main Projects

4.1 North Tawton Park Enhancement 

The Group is working with the Groundwork facilitator to prepare their Community Spaces Stage 2 Application to the Community Spaces programme later this year. Meanwhile an Expression of Interest submitted to  the Play Builders Fund, being managed via DCC Youth team, has been secured an invitation to submit a full application for Round 2 funding in October 2009. This fits in well with the Community Spaces timescales.

4.2  Okehampton Learning Resource Centre 

Contrary to reports in May WDBC has re-affirmed that the new library is still part of this Project, subject to funding being secured. This is despite the current upgrade programme on the existing Okehampton Library, which is due to be completed in June. 

4.3 Okement Rivers – Confluence Project

The Grassroots Stage 2 Application has been completed & submitted for approval. Their Facilitator is very confident of a successful outcome. 

5.  REPORTS & FEEDBACK FROM MEETINGS

5.1 Senior Council –Okehampton Branch
The Okehampton Branch is holding an Open Day on Tuesday 9th June at the Ockment Centre from 11-30 am to 3 p.m.. This will give people an opportunity to be informed about the work that the Senior Council has done to date.

They have collected & collated a comprehensive information booklet for Carers entiltled “Dementia Carers Pathway”. It is currently at the printers & will be issued in June.    

On 23rd June they are holding an Information Fair at Hatherleigh Community Centre from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.. 

5.2 West Devon Play Forum

WDBC has undertaken a Play Area Audit with the assistance of the Parish Councils. Play Areas will be graded using coloured circles. Okehampton Park play area sets the standard.

OCRA has been leading the way in delivery of Play Activities for the Big Lottery Project. They have had 180 children participate in their activities. This success is due partly the use of Okehampton College Print facilities & targeting college buses to publicise outreach events in the villages. The range of popular activities provided, includes Forest Skills & Fencing.  

The Play Forum is producing a Database of Activities for the Summer Holidays & would welcome any information on any activity planned. Please e-mail Jackie Colby at Jackie.colby@devon.gov.uk with the details by 15th June. The Youth Services & OCRA are planning a full programme of activities for the young people for the 6-weeks of the summer Holidays. The events will run from 9.30 to 4.30 daily. 

After (or Pre School) activities Development Grant could be available to clubs if they are on the Child Care Register & provide activities for 90 minutes or more. Also this would enable families of children using the club who are on the working Credit Scheme to reclaim 80% of the cost. For further information contact Emma Gorbutt at WDBC.

5.3 Okehampton Deer Park Group

The Group is developing a website (www.okehamptondeerpark.co.uk) which should be going “live” in June. It contains information on the park, its partners & events. 

The Group would be interested in promoting the Deer Park if a Vacant Shop became available. 

The Tour of England cycle race will be passing through Okehampton on Friday 18th September. Whilst a Devon Classic Cycle event will be held on Sunday 28th June from Okehampton along the Granite Way

6.  AOB

6.1 Youth Consultation Opportunity
There is a Youth Day being held at Tavistock College & this would be an opportunity to consult with Young People. Any one interested in consulting can contact Kerry.

6.2  Business Rate Relief / Support

A suggestion was made that WDBC should consider rate relief for struggling local businesses. WDBC do offer Rate Relief schemes, in particular Small Businesses. The businesses must apply & decisions are made by a panel on a case by case basis. Also WDBC provide other support measures.

Action 33-04 To advice what Business Support Measures are available in West Devon - Robert 

6.3 Bulgarian Orphanage Charity Event
Local young people have held an auction to raise funds to help a Bulgarian Orphanage. They received prize donations from some 25 local businesses.

6.4 Food & Drink 2009 

This West Devon event will be held at Morwellham Quay in September from 11th to 13th. It will be preceded by West Devon Food Network event at Hatherleigh. 

6.5 Gtr Dartmoor LEAF (Local Enterprise Action Fund)

Grants have started to be granted, including the Spreyton Village Shop project. 

6.6 Evening Forum Meetings

The Forum had proposed to hold evening events as well as the regular Wednesday afternoon meeting. This needs to be re-visited to ensure that this is followed up. The Question Time was one such event.

6.7 Town Bus (No 318)

The departure time for the bus has been changed from 9.45 a.m. to 9.35 a.m.. This means that people combining taking children to school with a shopping trip do not have sufficient time. It has been raised with DCC, who are reviewing the timetable. 

6.8 Footpath Sweeping

WDBC Environmental Health Dept has arranged a meeting with FOSCA & DCC Highways to discuss this issue. Bob Dunnett has been invited to attend too.

7.  Date of Next Meeting

Wed 1st July 2009 at 2.00 p.m. to 4.00pm the Ockment Centre, North Street, Okehampton. 

