NOTES of the DEVON HEARTLANDS COMMUNITY FORUM - Meeting No.30

– Wednesday 4th March 2009 at Ockment Centre, Okehampton

1.Present:-  Bob Dunnett; Paul Delahoy; Peter Woodgate; Ann Crawford; Ken Crawford; Val Cushing; David Weeks; Hyder Pirwany; Nick Morgan; Steve Blood; John Love; Christine Marsh; Chris Kirwin; Robert Plumb; Nick Payne; Kay Bickley; Philip Wagstaff; & Ewen Rae.

Apologies:- Peter Williams; Sonia Burgess; Kay Northcott; David Cushing; Graham Isom; Geoff Gill; Jill Gill; PC Jonathan Ludwig;

2.  Matters Arising from Meeting No.29 held in February 2009
2.1  Rural Fuel Price Impact – Action continues

Action 29-01 Write to the Federation of Small Businesses seeking their views – Ewen

2.2 Linking with Room 13 – Young People

The proposed meeting with Room 13 has not been organised due to the non-availability of people. It was understood that a potential impact of the current financial situation is staffing cuts, which could reduce the specialist support for young people offered through the Room 13 team.  It was suggested that we invite Kerry Hickman to the next Forum Meeting.

Action 30-01 Write to Kerry Hickman - Ewen
2.3 New Primary School 

The local bid team has met with DCC representatives to discuss the way ahead. COPSE will be re-convened to review the bid that they put in early last year. DCC has revised the modelling figures to take into account the slow down in the construction industry & using a set Government formula. This formula is only for National Curriculum delivery & ignores extra subjects & activities. It is understood this implies that the need for the new primary is less critical than originally assessed. This simplistic model ignores the fact priority will be given to meeting social housing needs, which is typically young families meaning thus increasing the need for the new primary school. If Okehampton had a shortage of primary school places then this will adversely affect local village schools too. 

It was noted that Persimmons had temporarily withdrawn their planning application for 129 new housing adjacent to the Crediton Road. Coincidentally the Section 106 agreement for the new Primary School would come into force after 130th new house is approved.

2.4 Okehampton Castle – Local Senior Citizen Admission - Action continues
Action 29-02 Respond to English Heritage re-iterating the local discount suggestion - Ewen
2.5 Proposed Closure of the Army Loop Road 

It was agreed that the Forum should write to the Duchy giving its support to maintaining this important access road into the high moors. Without this road the older person would have great difficulty in accessing this remote moorland area. Okehampton Town Council, Okehampton Senior Council & Okehampton Deer Park Group have all written with a similar message. 

Action 30-02 Write to the Duchy of Cornwall - Ewen
3.   WDBC’s APPROACH TO SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ACT –OUTLINED BY NICK PAYNE – CORPORATE DIRECTOR (WDBC)

3.1 GUIDE TO THE ACT

This act arose from a private members bill sponsored by “Local Works” – a group of 85 national organisations. It became Law in 2007 & Hazel Blears Minister for Communities & Local Government invited Local Authorities to put forward proposals for implementing the Act. 

The Acts aim is to promote the sustainability of local communities, & starts from the point of view that “…local people know best what needs to be done to promote the sustainability of their area.” It provides a channel for local people &/or local authorities to ask the Government authorise activities that enhance local sustainability by improving the economic, social or environmental well-being of an area. 

It is deliberately a very broad scope, providing flexibility of approach & activities. It is part of Government’s aspiration to devolve power down to local level that is at town & parish. 

The Act provides a legal duty on local authorities & service providers to consider & promote sustainability. 

The process is relatively straightforward:-

1. Local communities ideas will be fed through the Local Authority to an independent Selector Panel 

2. Selector Panel (probably a LGA) will have a “short-listing” role & present a short-list to Government

3. Selector Panel & Government will agree which short-listed proposals should be implemented.

4. Government will respond to ALL short-listed proposals. 

In addition to encouraging suggestions for government action the Act provides for better information about public spending. This will be achieved by new “Local Spending Reports” giving information about public spending in an area. It is thought this will be at county level. 

3.2 WDBC RESPONSE

It is anticipated that WDBC Members will be recommended to adopt the Act when it is put before them in June 2009. 

WDBC has started the process by making the three LINK Committees the focal point collecting local ideas. The LINK Committee is the grouping of Parish Councils into 3 sets, North, East & South. (Note:- not to be confused with newly formed PCT backed organisation LINk.)

The December meeting were briefed on the Act & they were invited to respond at the March series of meetings. These ideas will be collated into 4 strands:-

(a) Economy – such as promoting local shop, jobs 7 businesses

(b) Environment –  such as Energy schemes; Protecting Green Spaces; 

(c) Social inclusion – such as Piloting local delivery of services; alleviating fuel poverty; 

(d) Democratic Investment, increasing participation in local decision-making for example Forums like Devon Heartlands & TaVi. 

The Town Councils from Okehampton & Tavistock will be invited to participate in the process. This will provide a wide cross-section of opinion for WDBC to consider.

3.3 TIMESCALES 

Proposals will be submitted to the West Devon Local Strategic Management Board on 28th May; then presented to the G10 Group on 12th June before going to the Full Council on 30th June prior to submission to the Selector Panel in July. 

3.4 TOPICS RAISED DURING GENERAL DISCUSSIONS:-

· WDBC hope to gain some additional funding from this process to deliver local initiatives, building on what is currently being delivered via the West Devon Local Strategic Partnership

· Yes, this could include Health Issues / Services as the PCT is one the Service Providers that are LSP Partners.

· The Impact of the “Credit Crunch” will limit funds available therefore we have make the best use of available funds 

· Local Economic Opportunity could cover the need to sieze the business opportunities afforded by the opening of a passenger service connecting with the Tarka Line. This will encourage more visitors.
· The Local Works website is www.localworks.org 
4.   Community Issues Raised and Feed- Back
4.1 Okehampton Hospital – Out of Hours Services

Okehampton Town Council organised a public meeting attended by representatives from Devon Doctors & the Primary Care Trust. The meeting was very well supported by local people with standing room only.

The Head of the Devon Doctor Services said that this is a new service, which receives some 300,000 calls per annum. Inevitably there were some wrinkles in the services that needed to be addressed but generally they provided a service which beat the National Standard of a response within 6 hours. The Government funding formula was based upon population numbers, which excludes tourist numbers. The Devon Doctors Complaint Procedure is a positive opportunity to improve the service provided.

The PCT Representative stressed the difficulty of the administration task, which was further hampered by the shortage in funding. 

A local Doctor spoke passionately about the service provided. The level of local doctors providing out of hours care in Okehampton is higher than elsewhere. There needs to be a process whereby the local GP can arrange beds in the local hospital. It is very frustrating that fully equipped facilities are idle because there is no staff. 

Concerns raised from the floor of the Meeting included:-

· The wider Use / circulation of Patient Notes makes Patient Confidentiality more complex

· In some cases there is disconnection between patients being discharged from hospital & the provision of “After Care” & Convalescence services 

· Why are some people instructed to go to Tiverton Hospital rather than Exeter. 

Forum Members made their own observation:-

· One member speaking from personal experience had nothing but praise for the excellence of service provided by Devon Doctors.

· With no Service provided after 11 p.m. people are referred to Exeter (or Tiverton!) taking work away from Okehampton Hospital.

· Remember that Moretonhampstead Hospital is part of the local Health service

· The Orthopeadic Clinic rota system is unsatisfactory. 

Finally WDBC Overview & Scrutiny Committee meeting in March will be Health & Social Care service provision issues with the West Devon PCT Cluster Manager.

4.2  West Devon Local Strategic Partnership – Economy Action Plan
Tim Beavon WDBC’s Head of Economic Development has invited comments on the Economic Action Plan Update through the West Devon Joint Partnership. A summary highlighting the Devon Heartland elements was circulated with the Agenda. Observations made from the Forum:-

· New Business Centre

· Is the rent affordable for new Businesses?

· Is it too exclusive for New Businesses?

· Are the businesses occupying the centre mainly quasi government organisations, rather than new businesses?

· Support to MCTi Projects – Devon Heartlands has been the beneficiary of such support 

5   Main Projects Update

5.1 Okement Rivers Confluence Project 

ORIG’s latest Project is focused on raising the profile of the confluence of the East & West Okement Rivers. This important local landmark is forgotten & hidden behind the LIDL Store. This project will include new fencing, viewing & seating area with interpretation boards. Some funding has been secured from Okehampton Town Council & WDBC with the balance from the Grassroots Fund (hopefully). ORIG is working with a facilitator appointed by Grassroots to take this project forward for funding.
Action 30-03 Invite the facilitator to present the concept to the Forum - Christine
5.2 Okehampton Learning Resource Centre

The Greater Dartmoor LEAF has invited us to submit a full application for the next Phase of the Project. Whilst the project was not selected to be part of Round 3 of the Advancing Assets Project, however it has been indicated that professional assistance will be available from the Asset Transfer Unit. 

5.3  North Tawton Park Enhancement

The Trustees of the Park have agreed to be the lead organisation for a bid to Community Spaces Fund. The decision is anticipated in March. 

6.   Updates and Feedback from Meetings

The following Agenda items were carried forward to the April Forum.
· Senior Council – Okehampton

· West Devon Local Strategic Partnership Theme Groups

· Housing Strategy

· Environmental 


· West Devon Play Forum

· Devon Consortium Conference

· West Devon Community Planning Workshop

· SW Market Towns Network Conference

-    Okehampton Deer Park Group 

4. A.O.B. 

7.1    West Devon Youth Network

The next Network Meeting is programmed for April 27th at Meldon Village Hall. It is important that Youth Groups participate and representation from the Devon Heartlands Area would be welcome. Anyone interested should contact Pippa St John Cooper; contact details available through the  Devon Heartlands Office or Devon County Council.

7.2 Maximising the Economic Benefit from Dartmoor Railway Passenger Service

This new service, initially week-ends only, will provide a great opportunity for local businesses to benefit from the increase in visitor numbers. (Note:- Dartmoor Railway have been asked to provide projected numbers)
7.3   This would fit the theme of a future event planned by the Devon Towns Forum, which will     

        analyse the impact of major Capital projects. More details about this event will be circulated in  

        due course  

5. Date of Next Meeting – Wednesday  1st April – Ockment Centre, Okehampton 2 – 4 p.m.
