NOTES of the DEVON HEARTLANDS COMMUNITY FORUM - Meeting No.21

· Wednesday 4th June 2008 at The Ockment Centre

www.devonheartlands.co.uk

1.Present:- Philip Wagstaff; Ann Crawford; Cath Douglas-Wallis; Geoff Gill; Robert Plumb; Bob Dunnett; Hyder Pirwany; Cllr. David Weeks; Christopher Kirwin;  Ewen Rae; 

Apologies: - Ken Crawford; Nick Morgan; Derek Webber; Sonia Burgess; John Love; Steve Blood; Karen Nolan; Peter Williams; Paul Delahoy; Sgt Jonathan Ludwig; Nick Francis; John Young;

2. Matters Arising 

2.1 Out Of Town Car Park

We have responded to the Core Strategy Further consultation paper but still need to write to the SWRDA also. 

Action 19-01 continues  Write to SWRDA copy to Local Councils & Councillors – Ewen 

2.2 Support to Disadvantaged People

A meeting with a group of young mothers, organised by the Childrens’ Centre & involved local authority officers, discussed issues of concern including housing; transport & health. It was a positive meeting & future 6-monthly meetings have been planned. The intention is to extend to other disadvantaged groups. 

2.3 Feedback re Truancy  - To be held over to the next meeting

2.4 Neighbourhood Watch  

Sgt Ludwig provided a Neighbourhood Watch Newsletter which was circulated prior to the meeting. We still need to identify the local contact at Okehampton Station.

2.6 Fairplace – Street Furniture

The railings have been re-instated for Health & Safety reasons. The local borough Councillors have some concerns still & are continuing discussions with WDBC officers. They have received a number of negative comments, which were echoed at the Forum.

2.7 WDBC Economic Regeneration Grant

WDBC has given Devon Heartlands CDT a grant, which will enable the Trust to carry on its support for economic projects.

3. Community Issues 

3.1 Post Office Closures

David Weekes gave us his personal briefing on the planned closures & changes to PO services in West Devon. It illustrated that Devon & West Devon in particular had been the hardest hit with only limited notice taken of full information provided by WDBC. This is clearly demonstrated by the fact that the average percentage for closures in the overall programme is 18%, however in West Devon 28% of Post Offices are affected. In guidance briefings it was stated that closures would be even-handed with only a 1% variation from the 18% level. 

The Community is urged to let its feelings known to PO Ltd by 

Sending your views to: 
Tim Nickolls, Network Development Manager
c/o POL National Consultation Team,
FREEPOST CONSULTATION TEAM
Or e-mail  consultation@postoffice.co.uk Deadline is 30th June 2008 

Action 21-01 Forum to write to Tim Nickolls challenging the proposed changes in line with David Weekes briefing.  – Philip / Ewen 

3.2 New Primary School

The COPSE proposal was a full response prepared with input from & in consultation with the local community. It demonstrated how the community of Okehampton rises to the challenge & tackles issues in a positive & professional manner. 

They have considered the possible impact on other village primary schools but with other unknowns such as the possible effect of the housing programme slowdown it as not feasible to quantify it.  

Following the Public Presentation the decision now rests with Devon County Council. 

3.3 Okehampton Station Café & Shop

Community plans was abandoned as ECT had sold the kitchen & café fixtures & fittings. Okehampton YHA was offering café & toilet facilities to visitors. 

Access to the Main Car Park should be available, as it is DCC property.

ECT has provided a brief update & have said that they are on schedule to complete the sale of the whole ECT Rail business in June. It is understood that an American Rail Road Company is the likely purchaser, which from volunteers close to Dartmoor Railway would be a positive move. The potential purchaser runs 5 Rail Companies in the States & has known about Dartmoor Railway for some time. He has met members from DCC, Aggregate Industry & the volunteers during a recent visit. 

PS:- It is understood the ECT Recycling has been taken over by May Gurney Ltd.

3.4 Focus On Health

Devon Heartlands has been invited to Health Forum on 10th June & the following issues were identified as concerns:-

· Better Use of Okehampton Hospital facilities – minor operations; consultants surgeries.

· Better (faster) communications with GP’s, when patients are discharged, thus avoiding breaks in care

· Better discharge procedures, need to take in accountant individual circumstances, for example available transport.

· Need for After Care / Follow Up procedures

· Specialist Care Homes are expensive

4.  Main Projects

4.1 Okehampton Mill

Outline Proposal has been provided to WDBC, which needs to be updated with inputs from various sources. The most critical is from a local architect, who will provide a report on the building status & budgetary costs. We have received inputs from WDBC Planning & DCC Highways. It is planned that the Full Business Plan will be completed by the end of July, which would concentrate on the preferred option that is including the library. 

WDBC Officers are waiting for the Full Plan before submitting to the E & C Committee for further guidance. They are fully behind the Devon Heartlands approach.

English Heritage will be visiting the site on 5th June to carry out an assessment to consider whether or not all the buildings should be listed. If this happens then this would affect the restoration of the buildings & any new structures built within the immediate vicinity.

4.2 Dartmoor Railway

See above

4.3 Park & Recreational Project

A new Lottery funding stream has been established, which will be managed by the Groundwork organisation. It has various level of funds available for Park & Recreational Projects, ranging from small projects to major projects. This could be an opportunity for projects such as the North Tawton Park Enhancement. 

5.  REPORTS & FEEDBACK FROM MEETINGS

5.1 Senior Council for Devon (SCD)
The Okehampton branch has produced a report on Transport provision in the area which has informed the SCD main report. 

Their next meeting is in the Ockment Centre on Tuesday 10th June from 10 a.m. 

5.2 Greater Dartmoor Local Action Group
The formal proposal has been submitted, which covers a 6-year programme valued in excess of £6.7m. This includes £3.2m from the RDPE Programme itself plus £3.5 m levered from other sources both public & private. The RDA will decision will be known in July & if Gtr Dartmoor is successful then funds could be on-stream by October 2008.

The Outline plans of several Devon Heartlands project have been forwarded to the Gtr Dartmoor team.

5.3 Boundary Committee – Devon

The Government has instructed the Boundary Committee to evaluate the options for Unitary Authority(ies) for Devon, that is to replace the current two-tiered model of County & Borough Councils. They have received a number of proposals, which they are reviewing before putting proposal(s) out for public consultation in July & August. 

DCC has held a series of Listening Events to explain their proposal for a single Devon Unitary Authority & also provided WDBC with the opportunity to expand their proposal. A basic summary of the proposals was discussed, see the attached Summary. 

It was felt that this whole evaluation exercise was sparked off by Exeter’s bid for unitary authority status. This galvanised other Authorities into responding & producing alternative solutions. 

A perspective from Holsworthy is that by creating a Dartmoor & South Devon Unitary Authority would create an economic imbalance with the wealth focused in the south, thus disadvantaging the northern parishes.

This is one of the most important decisions that will effect all the community, it is proposed to hold a special meeting in mid July. The Forum will encourage community to attend. 

Action 21-02  Arrange Special Meeting re Boundary Committee proposals - Ewen
6.  AOB

6.1 Meeting Schedule 

It was agreed to accept Okehampton Town Councils offer of the use of the Council Chamber for the August & September Forum Meetings, when the Ockment Centre is closed.  

It was suggested that consideration should be given to holding some Forum Meetings in the evening, which would make it more accessible to people who work daytimes.

Action 21-03   Canvas opinion from members - Ewen
6.2 Phone Box Closures

BT has published a list of Phone Boxes to be removed. The concern was raised that this will disadvantage people, as mobile connections in areas of Dartmoor area indifferent. It will make more difficult for the young & elderly to keep in touch.

7.  Date of Next Meeting


Wed 2nd July 2008   2.00 p.m. to 4.00pm at the Ockment Centre, North Street, Okehampton. 

