NOTES of the DEVON HEARTLANDS COMMUNITY FORUM - Meeting No.22

· Wednesday 2nd July 2008 at The Ockment Centre

www.devonheartlands.co.uk

1.Present:- Philip Wagstaff; Ken Crawford; Nick Morgan;  Ann Crawford; Geoff Gill; Robert Plumb; Peter Williams; Bob Dunnett; Christopher Kirwin; Ewen Rae; 

Apologies: - Derek Webber; Hyder Pirwany; David Weeks; Mandy Kenyon; John Love; Steve Blood; Karen Nolan; Paul Delahoy; Sgt Jonathan Ludwig; Nick Francis; 

2. Matters Arising 

2.1 Out Of Town Car Park

Letter sent to SWeRDA requesting that consideration to an out of town car park.

2.2 Feedback re Truancy  
)- To be held over to the next meeting

2.3 Neighbourhood Watch  )

2.4 Fairplace – Street Furniture

The work has been completed & finished off by some plants. General opinion was that it has created a pleasant area. 

2.5 Boundary Commission Special Forum

The Proposal(s) from the Boundary Committee will be issued on Monday 7th July. It is proposed to hold a Special Forum Meeting on Monday 28th July at 7 p.m., to discuss the proposal(s) & encourage the community to respond. It was suggested that we should invite Council Officers to attend.

Action 22-01  Invite Nick Payne to attend the Meeting - Ewen
3. Community Issues 

3.1 New Primary School

There has been no further news from Devon County Council, who are evaluating the two proposals. We will keep the item on the agenda.

3.2 Post Office Closures

A letter has been sent to the PO Ltd Consultation Office raising the concerns of the Forum about the unreasonable burden that West Devon was being asked to bear & the serious impact on the community. It is understood that Devon Heartlands Community Development Trust & local Councils have also written.

WDBC organised an excellent event in early June at Bridestowe Village Hall, which was packed & overflowed into the car park. People came from across West Devon to express their concerns to PO Ltd & Postwatch. PO Ltd representative was defensive explaining the process & the financial background. He did confirm that any post office saved meant that another post office would have to be closed.

The current Outreach PO services are functioning well & are serviced by Okehampton or North Tawton PO. However the proposed new Outreach PO services will be on a one-year contract, which fails to give certainty of continuing service.

3.3  Focus On Health

A discussion was held around the summary of the presentations (see attachment) given by PCT re the Strategic Framework for Health & Social Care & by CVS re the new Complex Care Team It was encouraging to note the proposals for the focus on local care & better use of Community Hospitals. It was noted that there was no Patient Group represented within the CCT team members.

It was suggested that we should invite the CVS co-ordinator to talk to the Forum in 3 or 4 months time.

Action 22-02 Invite the CVS Co-ordinator to a future Forum Meeting - Ewen
3.4 West Devon Sustainable Community Strategy (WD SCS)

A discussion was held around the summary of the Update issued with the agenda reflecting the achievements in 2007/8 & the new target outputs for 2008/9. Some of the pints raised included:-

· WDBC Economy team has recruited Robin Deitch, who is leading Food Network project & has already contacted over 100 businesses. Meet the Buyer Events are planned for the autumn.

· Parish Plans – Three Heartland villages are in the process of producing plans, South Tawton, Belstone & Okehampton Hamlets.

· Food (kitchen) waste collection services has been extended to Okehampton & is going well

· North Tawton Environmental Trust green garden waste collection service is thriving. They have collected 14 tonnes in 3 months. 

· In WDBC Okehampton One Stop Shop they have installed a touch screen display covering the CAB services 

3.5 Market & Coastal Towns Association

We have had a formal letter advising us that MCTA has closed from 30th June. The MCTI Towns will continue to be supported through the County Towns Fora, which are supported by SWeRDA & County Councils. 

The Devon Towns Forum is holding its AGM at Sandy Park, Exeter on 9th July.

4.  Main Projects

4.1 Okehampton Mill

We have had another meeting with Okehampton College, which has provided more detail of the courses they want to develop at the Mill site. These are Hair-dressing; Beauty & Catering. The courses will be Level 1 & Level 2 plus a 2-year Level 3 (A-level equivalent). 

A progress meeting with WDBC is programmed for 3rd July.

4.2 Dartmoor Railway

The latest update from ECT confirms that the take-over is still progressing steadily but is likely to be completed in July. 

The Dartmoor Rover is still running & Okehampton YHA is offering café & toilet facilities for visitors.

5.  REPORTS & FEEDBACK FROM MEETINGS

5.1 West Devon Local Strategic Partnership

At the meeting the topics discussed included the WD SCS, Local Government Review & the continuing development of the Devon Consortium. It was a constructive & positive meeting which is keen to involve the “MCTi” groups.

5.2 Senior Council for Devon (SCD)
Their next meeting is in the Ockment Centre on Tuesday 8th July at the Glen. It is the final meeting supported by the Peter Fletcher Associates. 

The SCD have appointed Sally Lougher as their administrator & plan to appoint a part-time person in the north Devon area too. 

They are continuing to develop their relationship with PCT network – LINk.

5.3 Greater Dartmoor Local Action Group
The bid was submitted & the Project team has been asked to provide some clarification. The final decision will be known later in July. 

6.  AOB

6.1 Meeting Schedule 

It was suggested that consideration should be given holding some Forum Meetings in the evening, which would make it more accessible to people who work daytimes.

Action 22-03   Canvas opinion from members - Ewen
6.2 Transport Companies
Concerns were raised that local transport firms were being severely hit by the high fuel costs, with tractor units laid up, therfore by implication drivers jobs lost & distribution yards are quiet. Comments were made that EU countries such as Spain & Portugal have a rural fuel tax differential, which means fuel purchased at reduced prices in rural areas.

Action 22 –04  Write to the Government & local MP seeking support for local transport companies. - Ewen 

6.3 Local Government Cost Saving Suggestions.

It was observed that local government events & publications are produced to a high standard & during discussions suggestions made on ways to reduce costs, which included:-

· Making a small charge to attendees for lunches provided, which will offset some of the costs.

· Use recycled paper & lower quality paper in publications

· Seek commercial advertisers in publications to offset printing costs. 

6.4 Broad Leafed Trees

We have written to invite the Forestry Commission to talk to the Forum about tree preservation & what can be done. A response is awaited.

6.5 CAB Temporary Office

It was reported that for the two months when the Ockment Centre is closed the Okehampton CAB will be operating from the Inspirational Church is Okehampton.

7.  Date of Next Meeting


Wed 6th August 2008   2.00 p.m. to 4.00pm at the Okehampton Town Council Chamber 

