DEVON HEARTLANDS COMMUNITY FORUM - Meeting No.12 

– Wednesday 5th September 2007 at The Ockment Centre
1.Present:- Steve Blood; Chris Blood; Nick Morgan; Derek Webber; Paul Delahoy; Philip Wagstaff; Terry Bleakman; Robert Plumb; Don Bent; Jeff Gill; Nick Payne; Christine Marsh; Barry Duke; Eileen Waddington; Ewen Rae;

Plus 15 members of Public, including representatives from the WI; Age Concern; Devon PCT; & U3A. 

Apologies: - Stuart Farmer; David Incoll; Sgt Matt Longman; Karen Nolan; Bob Dunnett; Marilyn Tucker; Hyder Pirwany;

2. Matters Arising 

2.1 New Housing – Okehampton & Hamlets

The Consultation period on the WDBC Core Strategy Preferred Option has provided another opportunity for the Community to comment on housing issues.  

2.2 Parish Magazine 

This is on-going, however the CVS can provide contact details. We will do this to send next Heartlands Newsletter to be issued end of September. Any Articles would be most welcome.  

2.3 Okehampton Mill Update

Robert Plumb reported that the two Expressions of Interest short-listed are still under consideration. This included Devon Heartlands Learning Resource Centre project, which has provision for a re-sited Library. WDBC have been discussing the re-siting of the library with DCC. These discussions have been protracted but progress is being made. 

The Officers will be reporting to the WDBC Committee in October & will seek further direction & guidance. It is hoped that the committee will take into account the strong message re Community Management of Assets contained in the Local Government White Paper & the Quirk Report.

Action 12-1:- Invite WDBC Regeneration Officer to feedback following October’s Committee meeting. – Ewen
2.4 Reference Centre – On-going 

3. Community Issues Raised

3.1 Core Strategy Preferred Option

The Forum was reminded that the last day for submitting responses is Thursday 6th September. Devon Heartlands CDT had made its own response, whilst North Tawton Environmental Trust had co-ordinated a response from some 20 people. NTTC had submitted their response today. 
Devon Heartlands helped to raise the profile & awareness of the opportunity to participate in this consultation process, especially in North Tawton.

3.2 Parish Plans

CCD is holding an event on 5th September to promote Parish Plans. They have funds to support the process. This grant will cover 75% of actual costs up to a maximum of £2,500. They would expect a Parish Council contribution of 5% of the costs. This funding must be allocated by March 2008.Any Parish interested should contact Robert Plumb at WDBC. 

People from South Tawton expressed an interest in undertaking a parish plan. 

Action12-2: Devon Heartlands to attend meeting and support to Parishes requesting assistance, as appropriate. – Ewen
3.3 West Devon’s E-Connect Newsletter
This e-mail received 4th September contained information on the items including the following:-

3.3.1  Post Office Survey 

WDBC is interested in receiving your views on your local Post Office, including the potential impact if it is closed. Make your views known by e-mail postofficereview@westdevon.gov.uk or write to Post Office Review Task Group, WDBC, Kilworthy Park, TAVISTOCK, PL19 0BZ.
3.3.2 Flood Awareness Event

This is an opportunity to discuss for riverside property owners to discuss their rights & responsibilities with WDBC & the Environment Agency. To be held in North Tawton Town Council Offices on 27th September from 9.30 a.m. to noon.
3.3.3 Opportunity Okehampton

The Topping Out Ceremony of the 16-Unit Business Centre will take place on Tuesday 11th September at this flagship business development featuring the very latest advances in eco-friendly technology. This development is aimed at attracting new business & more jobs. 

3.3.4 Sales & Marketing Workshop

AgriBIP is running a full day workshop at the Ockment Centre on Saturday 22 September. To find out more ring freephone 0800 840046 or visit www.bipwestdevon.biz/newsletters.php 
3.4 Whiddon Down A30 Road Junction 
The recent upgrading of the Whiddon Down junction has failed to address the concerns raised by Transport businesses, as heavy goods vehicles accessing the Crediton Road, North Tawton, Winkleigh & beyond still have to go via Whiddon Down making a very difficult turn in the centre of the village. This detour not only difficult & potentially dangerous, but costs time, fuel & money too. An alternative proposal which would provide entry & exit slips onto an existing bridge has been declined for financial reasons. 
It was thought that the local Councils would be supportive of the proposed new road scheme. It was proposed that this topic should be fully explored at the next forum meeting. 
Action 12-3:- Agenda this topic at the next forum meeting. - Ewen
4. Senior Council for Devon 
Eileen Waddington, an independent Consultant from the Peter Fletcher partnership, who has been contracted by DCC to develop a Senior Council for Devon. This Council would:-
· Provide an independent voice for the Over 50’s

· Identify vulnerable & needed people, who can be supported & included

· Provide an invaluable consultation medium, which will encourage & advocate listening & open-mindedness. 

The aim is for local Senior Council Groups to be set up in the 29 MCTi Towns of Devon, with representatives from each Group participating on the Devon Senior Council. The Senior Council is open to everyone over 50 years old & organisations representing people over 50. 

DCC is committed to developing a Strategy, containing a 3-year Action Plan against which it can be held to account for its delivery & performance. By participating in this process the members of the Senior Council can assist in the development of Plans, increase knowledge & improve the decision making process. 

An initial informal exercise identified 11 key issues that as individuals they would want to see addressed:-

· Council Tax Impact

· Drop In Centre needed

· The high cost of Dental treatment

· Forward Planning & infra-structure reflecting actual need
· Cost of Car Parking

· Public Transport 

· Support Services

· Advice on Entitlements to Benefits

· Addressing Traffic Management & Congestion issues

· Community Hospital Services expanded

· 24-Hour Medical service provision improved

Action12-4: Devon Heartlands to support for Senior Councils and provide ongoing link - Paul
The following items were not discussed & are carried forward to the next meeting:-
5.  MAIN PROJECTS UPDATE 
6.  COMMUNITY PLANNING

7.  FEEDBACK FROM MEETINGS
8.  AOB

9  Date of Next Meeting


Wed 3rd October at 2.00 p.m. in the Ockment Centre 
